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A Ninja Kitteh 





vs Shaolin Puppy ——— 
Alternative Universe Y =" pS 
NENT AN A a SS 


Sh Toning 
Detective Kifer 


My secretary had left for 
the night, and per usual, 


left a mess behind him. 


It was a dark oe 

and stormy night. 

The stuff that 

cliches are made of. = 
I was about to go home 
for the evening when... 


4s soon as I saw her, 
I knew this dame was trouble. 


She had been working on a case of her own. 
Seems the lead she'd been tracking down 
went cold. Literally. 





I guess she had to be some kind of She had been watching a 
desperate to ask a “competitor” for ‘ 
help. I decided to listen to her story. aaa for some time. 


Some high powered politician. Never 
did his own me work. Hard to _» 


Seemed like her lucky day 4 suspect 
| giving orders out in the open like that. 


She Followed the mug to the Croaka Banana. A fancy night spot, 
well known for its “business meetings”. Regular folks could enter, 
but it was a strictly a dress establishment. Proper attire only. 





He was at a table with some pretty tough looking customers. Were they 
co-conspirators? Or was this meeting over some other important business? 
] 


My “client” tailed her suspect 
to the pier. Turns out, he'd 
been wise to her the whole time. 


The answer had to be in those little 
notes being passed back and forth. 
She had to try and get a look at them. 


4 


At First, that mystery shot from the dark seemed like a divine gift. 





But we all know what they say about gifts from the gods... 


RC NIL? 


I Here kid, i 
- catch! 











f, 
cocsaaueen anne 629/ 

ee ee ee, ae feeseaeeal 

ay ea tL 





So why'd you come hove There are re plenty 
of other detective agencies in this city. my me? 
Cause I have no history with you, and right now I need a ~ 
stranger. This whole thing was a set up 
From beginning to end. Someone knew 
SJ _ all my moves, and until I find out who, | 


nobody is above Ng 
AC 3 suspicion. f | 
NX A SS 
ig : 














Fair enough. You should stay here in the mean time. 
@» Keep the office locked. There’s a Murphy 
bed in the other room if you get 
a” tired. T’m gonna go into town | 
and see what’s shakin while [ 
there’s still traffic. 


You're going by 
my office aren’t 


Most likely. I got a friend on 
the beat. Maybe he can tell us 
at what is going on. 


IF you can Find a way, —~ 
could you get me a 
change of clothes too? 





It was easy enough, spotting her office. 





Cops guarding the door, more inside 
tearing the joint apart. There's a reason 
for a welcome home party such as this. 
Now I had to find out what that was. 





Either she got close to 
something that was really — 
big, or she wasn’t telling 
me the whole story. 

One thing was for sure, 

no matter what, I had to 
side on we toes. 


We got an aisrarnbus tip that 
Private Detective Puppy shot 
some guy off the pier. 


~ to her office G Be 
— instead of 


Nah nah, we split forces 6 see. | She’ sa spa. 
one. Helpin us out with some of our more HL 


tricky cases. But lately, she’s been hounding 
this politician. Swears he’s dirty. Not 


| awe Sg sur prising. 
“ii Ole Gripin’ Guts Lf 
| says she musta = | 
| ff >? Finally leapt of f f— ~ 
(i Bie, 4 > w the deep end tryin ap J 
, to make the ——” ~~ That still 

ee \L doesn't 

f explain 

4 why you're 
joo here. 


™. id tick. 
ige Cae stic 





Well, think about it. ‘After you shot some © 


Pago Pago? 2 
mug at the pier, where would you go next? ago Pago! Guam 


Nowhere I could be 
| Found, that's for sure. 


Nah, the stiff was a toady. Nobody nd boy 
big boss. I highly doubt she'd blow her case on him. 


—_, Ya know, it wouldn't — 


—— surprise me if he 
4— shot at her first, <f— 
SD. except that we 
BES didn’t find a gun 


@ on him. 


Right. Well, thanks for the scoop, — 
Jimmy I think I'l pop in and see 
Ole Gripin’ Guts. 

Good luck to 





Kitteh! What in the bleep bleep 
bleep bleep bleep bleepin bleep 


At the center of 
the blast was the 
Captain himself. 
Jimmy was right, he 
was in an ugly mood. 


Obviously, he used 
choicer words. Ones 
that I do not care to 


repeat in this report. 





I told him about passing 
by, seeing the lights, and 
wanting in on the action. 
He responded most 
enthusiastically. 


4w come on! You're down a 
detective since you're investigating 
her. I know I can help you out! 


It doesn’t count 
when the bleepin 


Remember when I cracked that ——_. ) missing person turns 


missing persons | \/ themselves in to the 
é  _- bleepin station on 


their own volition! 


Let me help then! Surely T can 
do something here. 


So, do you really by 
, al she 7 K 








I need to get inside her 
7 head. Figure out what 
© she was thinking when 


@ 
: a You're a third rate detective, / 
ee not a bleep-bleepin head 
\ doctor. What the bleep 
h g00d would that do us? 


Well, it would help us identify if | She wouldn't bleepin do that! 
she finally did snap in the first You know what, FINE! Take the 
places. Orc (iumipe tell Ue tt nes bleepin clothes and the bleepin 


been hitting for the other team : : ’ 
this whole time? | Files, and see if you can bleepin 
read a mind!!! 2 





Just get the bleep bleep bleep bleep 
bleep out of here! 


YJ), 
Y 





my ears 





I do NOT envy 


———— finy chance you're hiring? He’s 


you Jim, my man. not going to get any better until ~ 


The captain is this whole thing J 
absolutely fit for —’_—, is done. ~~ Yair. 


poppin. —— ye 2 


— ‘ 


ro 1 : iat : — 1 « 


Sorry Jim, my ~ { (/ X__ Want me Wu 
last client stiffed | ee to run 
me half my check. ; them in? 


\ — FF 


ae ora me Mea Nah, it looks bad to turn in your own clients. 
ee: eat I might not get it business, ya know? 
That kinda talk lets folks © "0" 9° MPSS mmm ee 


get away with crime! 
Instead of lecturing me about 
the virtues of upholding the 
lav, how bout you tell me 
where there's an all night 
diner with excellent 
take out options? eee 


Ss p . What's wrong 
yo  ) ) with your 


W@® regular haunts? /) 
= a Seer \ 
Ooooo! You got a dame, don’t you!!? =A sees aed 
| Sr ieee No, I just get tired of all the old stuff sometimes. 


\ ar Come on! Come on! Tell me her name! — 


Somer 


No! End of discussion. 
Goodbye Jimmy. 


7 Ok, ok, detective 
7 — grumpy pants. You 
should try the food at <% 
Hopper’s. They have a i att ry | 
selection that madam | WY | GOODNIGHT 
would approve of. JIMMY. 





When I got back to 
my office, it was 


wrecked. 
eS ON 


yy me 
[Lass 


4) 


find by 
wrecked I 
mean, 
cleaned to 
within an inch 
of it's life. 


Sigh. Let a dame 


into your house... Excuse me, ‘mister’. 
I found this in your 





Your attitude needs work buddy, which is 
no surprise. 
Your place told 
me that much 
about you. 


aoa ae aoe 


aS 


I mean a dame 
other than myself! 


EVERYTHING WAS IN 


S PROPER PLACE! 4nd what place was that? The garbage 
ITS PR =e A dump? You had files from 1918 


mixed in with files from 
1934. You had food 
cartons out, dirty ~~ 
dishes all over the place, 
and don't even get me 
started on that moldy 
sandwich in the 

china cabinet. 


Oh no! You threw out 
my Louis sandwich?!? 


rn 
re ) 
ol 


/ 
| 
j 
AN 


ZN 
\ 





What's the big deal 
anyways? 


Joe Louis was at a champion golf game I am beginning to 


re with me. Well, we were in the regret helping you out. 
=P audience together, er.. seating at ; 


7 the same buffet. dnd he Listen that thin 4 
‘<a was So close to 
| me. It was a 
great gift! <o. | sapience that 
__— fvdiae” r 
~ eaten 


| sandwich 


\ obtained ; : 








creepy 
at all. 























“You'll thank me when ypu realize how complicated it is to deal 
with the fallout from the bologna regime's demise and the 


> stachybotrys Hag ol HU M P 1] 


— influence to get you a ringside 
seat at his next match when 
\\s this is all over? 


~ Would you forgive me if I use my 





I bet he thought you were 


/ fiNeoh. I told the cuckoo waaay 


[ captain that I was 
taking your stuff so I 
could get into your 
head. Now he thinks 

_T’m some kinda cuckoo. 


4& short censor 
bar interlude 
later, and we 
were back on 
track, going 
over the details 
of the case 
step by step, in 
hopes we might 
find what we 
missed. 


J before that. 


Oh go get changed 
already If you're 
nice T'll share my 


Oh VES! ! vESI 
T'll admit the food is good, 
but I think that level of sound 
is unnecessary In fact, it’s 
" positively scandalous. 





For the tenth time, something in these 
case files makes me a target. And not just your 
\ eo “dogged perseverance” 
Did youcome \ A 
a> Z 
up with that 


ll b : 
pars j & 





Do you always keep every little thing 
on file? There must be hundreds of 


papers and photographs here! 
I weep for your clients. 


Well this is stupid! You know you went into the Croaka Banana 
chasing that toady. You know that he was working for the big boss 
and for that politician of yours. Why don’t you just get them 
arrested for the toady’s murder? 


Fe 


Oh for the ie aay a 


\ Have you ever yY \ 
_-+ heard of evidence? 


/-4s in, we have none? 





We spent the next 


She was not subtle 


Five hours going over ; 
the cost OF her files: with her hints at first. 


Ok, one hour was 

spent arguing about =| 
when one was allowed 
to speak so as not to 
interupt either's 

train of thought. 


"But there must be something in these 
case files that makes you a target.” 


I gotta take a walk. Clear my 
head. Maybe something will 
click if I get my feet moving 


wanted 
murderer. 
Until you're 
cleared, 





Come on, if I were in your position, you 
would tell me the same thing. Don't 


worry though, I’m here for you. 


XN 


Tisote | Hee hee heeeee! vat 


this case, 
Wi and you can 
, Stay with 
me for as 
long as it 
takes! 


This must be some kind of | You for the 
horrible joke that the 


har rest of my life! 
universe is playing on me! 


/ Well, as fates go, 
that doesn't 
sound so bad. 


\ 





Ok, ok. So we'll 

solve this together. 

I will go investigate 

scenes and bring you 
mmm, the results. . 


I may have an ego the size of New 


| York, but I have an obsession to do 


the right thing that is far more 
_ driving of a force. 


So I just sit here and wait? No, you direct. Nobody knows 


And you'll 
report in regularly. 


your cases better than you. 


—— That's the 


4 couple years ago I had to sound 
proof my office. I was working on a 
case that lead me smack into a dance 
studio, and I had to learn to fit 
NT \. in fast. My neighbors 
4 WS we / agreed to not 
; — press charges 
if I never 
did it again. 


x 7 


| So you lied, fixed your 


Floor so they wouldn't 


| find out and went on c 


practicing like crazy. >. 
SS 
= S-= The point is, you'll 
—~-\__ be able to get your 
) walks in without 
, anyone noticing 


: RO while I'm gone. 
\\ \ find I deny 


) those accusations. 
| 





Where do you want me to start? 


The pier. See if you can 
find where that shooter 
was hiding. Bic 


\ narrow my 
search area? || | 


AN 
+ | It's pier ~ 
)_/ 42, near 


dnd second? 


To see if I can be first 
in line to get a very fresh 
batch of java and sinkers 


= / From 


“| Ineeda “h s 
*>\ 


| I know the area pretty well. 


In time ae 
for what? ~ 5) A> 
Well, first to | | [ 
find any clues | 
before the 
y _) coppers seal it 
off completely. 


| Oh, in that case, Forget about the 


murder entirely It's 


practically solved as is! 


4 IF you're nice to me, 


I just oe share. 


T'll have a “Jug-o-Joe” with an order } 
of a cinnamon sugar, a powder sugar, 


a maple raised and two sour 
creams. And driver, 
don’t spare the whip! 


| And with that, she left. 


4lmost... Sdick< 


| You were just guilting me 
||, into offering you donuts, 


ee 


A \ we : 
Re we wal eae 
Til right up then. | 











Now that I had more time on my — | So far all I had learned was that she 
hands than I would have liked, it was | was a slob and an obsessed fan. And 
time to find out | thanks to her help, I now knew she 
more about | was a joke to the force. 
my new 
“partner”. 


My fate was in the capable hands 
of “Whiskers the ninja clown”. 


I decided to call for 
some “specialist” help. 





Heya chum! Have you ever considered a job with us reporters? 
fou have an amazing knack for finding me outside the 


v/ 
— 


I'm a detective, Fin. 
My job is 

finding the 

facts, not 

the news. 


Now Fin, you know that was a 
frame job. I’ve always been 


clean and on the level with you. 


Who's that, Fin? 


Aw, c'mon 
and play! 
<7 


Speaking of news, you seem to 
be it today. Go away kid, you're 
bothering me. No, not you chum. 


Naw! You know how some of the 
boys have long ears around here? 


Can T call you back? 
, Call who? 


never finish 
! 
a game. ~~ 





You know I can't give you my location. 
Tell you what. I want you to go to the 
pier where it all happened. Follow that 
cat detective around and see what you 


And while you're at it, see you 
can’t dig up any real dirt on this 
cat. I know she’s a joke to the 
force, but I don’t want that joke 
to be on me. ‘ 


His sum ups were always gross, but if 
anyone could keep me in the loop 
and help me solve this case, it would 
be Fin Bullpen. He was a reliable ace 
reporter who is always careful not to 
bite the hand that feeds him his best 
stories. 


can see. T'll call the public phone 
down there in 3 hours. 


So that’s two pastramis on rye, 
extra onions on the first, hold the 
anchovies on the second, and see if 
they have extra 

catsup. , 


Having dine all that I could for 
the outside situation, I decided 
to finally take that nice long walk. 


hate goin 
in circles! 





T'll be seein ya boys. I’m off to go place that sandwich order. 


Hey Fin! Get me a Reuben. 

— Will do kid, and 
/ \ hey Pete? Make You > 
\ betcha! _f\\ 


oer ; ‘ Hey! ae now A 
4nd you re just going to let him You call soareele a reporter! - 


go like that? Not a question? But when someone Fin calls 


Not a word? Just, “you betcha”? | “news” dials him up, and 
>| then he ae you u don’ t care} 


You just cakolals ast how we 
never finish a game. That’s why 
' m in line to become an ace 


Hey! You left — 
me to clean 
up again! 





=| E=) 
alae i 





Checking out 
the pier was a 
piece of cake. 
The cops had 
no problem with 
me looking for 


cues os CZ 
YW: A Z| 


4 pair of glasses with one 
| eye blacked out. 
4) Now broken. 


Revere” 
Lem 


Undeterred, I decided to A B . 
try and sneak in through Los 
the crates this time. 


4 bullet casing. They already 
threw the gun to Pup, so I 
guess they saw no reason to 
pick up after themselves. 


¥, So our “hero” 
AY py stood here and 
| = a ~ shot officer 
grumpy pants 
off the pier. 
Where'd he go 
from there? 





Let’s see. ang bang, then after | Straight between isn’t a fast option. 
a few seconds, “Here, catch.” Unless the ere > 


I thought I told 
you to beat it! 


Y Hows d you atch mez?! 


You arse in plain sight half the 
fe - {Z time and talking to yourself loudly. . 
st | yi » 7 But the crates are so iy L, 


>. ol: — Not over y 


pe re iy 


- Ir ZT ; 





You see a whole lot of the world from the 
position of being dragged by your scruff. 
scene of = Happily I now had an 
the crime. idea how the 
No murderer could've 
yr 4 oe tossed the 
gun and bolted 
sO quickly. 


Now look here, the Captain 
near the 


Well as long as you're in line with 
Name's Fin. I'm a me now, you should stick around 
reporter for the => ; for a bite! 
Morning Mailer. yer 

How are you doing? a / 

7 


And who might I be addressing? 





Most of the guys who take a spill | At this point in the investigation, 
into the street like that, | aveporter could spell doom. 
a do so cause their Then again, if I strung him along, I 
— old lady threw could get valuable information out of him. 
'! them out. He just couldn't know why I was really here. 


r, "That happen to you? 


Wow, sorry to stump you. | Wh 

Kid? Hey kid! | Yeah! I'm a spy sent here 
: 222 \_ __ to get the 34 doorknobs 
fre » eel there?! out of this country, 
but my informant's 
| been shot. Have you 
got any leads? 

ers 4 


That's what you're doing here | in line for coffee and Astitst 
Looking for leads? 


Even spies need to eat. Besides, it makes 
my cover brilliant! I'm mild mannered 
looking, but really dangerous too! 


' Doubtful. 
No look! I got a 


bullet casing! See?!? 





Yeah right kid. Where'd you Now come off it. Yer old lady threw you 


+22 out cause you were ‘nippin’ again. You 
really get this? In yer found that casing and 


Smacky Jacks? | / S>> thought you'd 


Hey! Give it ; / poor schmoe for 
/ / e. quick fix. 


Yes! So don't tell or you'll get the 
captain mad at me! 
gaa I AM a nip head. ra least, Ok, you e ue Good! can I have 
that’ s my cover. I'm in ) ‘ 
the bullet casing 
line to get donuts , » >| back? I sort of 
for the precinct. 7, : | borrowed it from 
= | evidence. 


yj ry 
BUT WHY??? 
Well, you gotta look at it from my position. Either you're a cop, or 
a nip head: If you're rea us head, I'll have given you police property 
f= If you're a cop, you can always 
come back with a court order. 


“N 
But I really 
am an officer! 





You do realize that it’s illegal to 
mao impersonate an officer. You'll get 


SY arrested if I tell on you. 


~ NO! TI can't 
=>» be arrested! 
ae — I need to be 
_4 free to do stuff! 


CG — 
p 


Wow, that's 
Here’s aegis 


Ac tall order. 
my list! Fs, @ \~ Getting 
‘o g donuts for 

Cr) Be 


What’s yer laa a 


order buddy? ~ 


ey . ; 
(OY 7 


Huh, maybe he got tired 
of waiting in line. 





C'mon and ring baby! 
It's almost time, and I 
still got a lotta work to do! 


C’mon Fin! You're always runnin 
after these big stories! Nobody 
knows where they came from or 


’ "4 \ P= how you got them. Cut me in! 
Q 


What are you 
doing here Fin? 


, > 
There’s a nip head down at the Ineeda | That or yesterday's fish. Either way 
Fix donut shop. He’s trying to pretend though, it stinks. 

to be a cop, and keeps tryin to peddle a You want me to shake him down? 
bullet casing. I was gonna call the cops tbs olutely! See what 


he knows. 





Jerry? Clowning? 
What's going on Fin? 
Is Jerry on the 
case now too? 


| Ok! Time to demand privacy 
in the privy! 
f} 


Ok, ok. I'll see 
ya there, Ze 


a ® 


C’MON JERRY! PRIVACY! 
Quit clowning around!!! 


Yeah, what a funny development 
that was. He's always around 
when I'm on the phone. It's a 
really annoying talent. So, did 
you come up with anything on 
your end? Cause I got nothing. 





What do you mean nothing? I The cat's just as useless as you thought. 


find it hard to believe there was He tried to tell me that he was some 
ii othing at the kind of nip head buying donuts for cops. 


= / scene of the 
<= Y crime. What about 


‘ ; 1 Calm down and stop destroying the 
With dog as my witness furniture. Listen, Jerry's going to 


I am going to KILL — [get us some crullers and joe at the 
; shop. Let me 


bring them 


So what are the facts of 
this case? What do you 
know for sure? Remember, 
I don't follow your random 
logic leaps. 
Never did. 


No Fin. I think I’m gonna turn 
in and sleep on it. Right now, 
without new evidence, I’m just 
spinning in circles and getting a 
raging headache from lack of sleep. 





I know for sure that I was senator Hugelyes | f I’m guessing it’s not that 
and his sudden outdoor appointments. He simple, or you'd have turned 
kept meeting with the victim from the pier. them in a long time ago, and 
Se Meanwhile, funds and e. Who did 
\ votes were traded \ ‘ 


like stocks. 


Pi personal crusade... well, cuss. 


Nobody hired me Fin. Sigh, I know it’s 
J 3 There goes the one idea that I 


bad business, but people just kept 


getting hurt, and all of the stories kept | had. You do realize you're not 


leading back to Hugelyes. The evidence on the force 
was never conclusive N 
F enough to go to : 
ASS | trial. After (7) 
f} | ; that last kid got 
(/ hurt in the 
] 


building — | CI 
collapse..... 2 |} ASS 
Ny I 7 
Yeah, and neither are you. I Yep. That we do. risten Pup, Le 
chose a more Flexible hourly ia that ie errs ae ana e 
rate, and you chose whistle ittle Farther. I'll be back at this 


: phone around dinner time. Hopefully 
blowing and sae 
a. ; something will turn up. 
/ dirt chasing. = | — 


But we always 
/ got each 

other’s backs, 

right partner? 





I'm sorry kid, but this is 
For your own good. 





I think I'll sleep for 
a week. Maybe five. 


Even after I cleaned, it’s 
| still so dusty. 








that is 
, my 
| order. 





Thanks! 





You're not trapped 
—_ if you just open 
the door. 


Hey, you 


Yes, and can talk! 
SO can you. { 


I saw api poking about the 
crates near the blocked off pier. 

== Now put that finger away before 
you poke Someone's eye out. 


TIS A 
/ 170k, but what's this) 
J all about? Why are 


I wanted to know what you were up to. 
And meenes where you stand. 





There are a lot of bad goings on in 
these parts. Detective Puppy is 
one of this community's big allies. 


\\ 4nd you 


need me to 


Ze. clear her. ~ 


Whose orders was he Following? 


4 combination of lowlife scum. 
He often ran with the local mob, 
but he was also errand boy to a 
crooked senator that makes our 
lives miserable. How he keeps 
as getting re-elected, 
—s 4 T'l never know. 
G 


y Are there any 
“) common threads) 
between them? 


But they can't do that! 
I hope you're right. I gotta tell 
you, it's terribly worrisome when 
the law of the land an the 
criminal element start agreeing 
on your status as a person. 
A 


What can we J 
do about this? (r 


In the short term, 
we need the Pup back. 


| Was that toady part of the goings on? 


He was an enforcer, going around | 
|, 


|) town, shaking down businesses 


4, for tributes. 
a 


A C9 Bite. 


hat he was 


| The only connection I can think of 
is they're both members of that 
| disgusting local eugenics chapter. 
What's their deal? 
They maintain that all descendants 
of the great hunter dinosaurs, that is, 
reptiles, birds and amphibians, are 
, A superior beings. 





| How will that help this situation? 
fre you for reall? Nevermind. 
| What did you find at the scene? 
4 heel print in some gum, a 
weird pair of broken glasses 


and a bullet casing. 


\ 


Let me see| 


ESE ie ants on. 
\ The glasses? 





One lens was shattered, and the 


other one was blacked out completely. 


The heel print had a rim and 
raised dots I'd wager. 


Yeah. How did you know? 


It sounds like Walter. He lost an 
eye during the war. He's often 


@: / around the docks. 


\\ 


Do you think he did it? 
No way. His depth perception 
is trashed. He couldn't shoot 
his whiskey bottle into 
a corner can. 


So, Walter is — | 
a witness then. 


Rats. No amount of rubbing 
will clear this junk. 


“Did you hear } 
something? < l 


By any chance, did you see 
what happened that evening? 
| No, I was off doing deliveries. 
| Tell me, other than the broken 
glasses, do you think Walter 


ZY) got away ok? 
s I, | 
LA S He might have. ~~ 


ae (PS \) There was no blood 
| \ ye or any other signs 


4a of a struggle. 


| Listen, I'm sorry about your donut 


order. Curry is not a viable option. 


Why don't you try downtown, near the 


Flame-Mingo. The drinks are amazing. 





! T see, this notes MM PH > if that 
Oh! I see, this note=™M PH -) Well if that's the 


You can scowl all you like cat, but eae, you want it, 
that won't change reality, get it? T'll say good day sir! 
_ f 
<- ms 
: (- le) 
: Ne 
mr 
a 
? 


i pe, 
<] 


I apologize folks. My hat | 
blew aumy and I guess I 
got close to your door... 





It was an address. 


T lost the tail, and my : Sei 
lead. I could only i 


3 
Not far 
from here. 



































Unless Walter was unusual, 
I had to think up a story 
to tell his landlord. 

Bad news has to be the 
only kind that visits all 
hours of the night. 





What? 


That is, I hear 
Walter is ill, and 
I'm here to 

check on him. 
Please don't eat me. 


Walter is sick you say. 

That would explain his Flushed 
look when he ran past me this 
evening, skipping the rent. 








Eat you eh? Now THAT would be 

| against the law. And we wouldn't 
want to do anything against the lav, 
would we? 


| Sick men need their rest though. 
| So, why should I let you see him 


at this hour? 


HA!!! T like you kid! 
You know, I..... 





Uh oh. Should we 
call the police? 
\Y 


I don't want to call the cops till 
I know what's up. It could be 
nothing. Besides, you'll be there 
to back me up in case it gets 


b iL ” Vj interesting. 




















Get everyone out and call («' \ 


the fire brigade.\ \? 


~~ 


NOw! 
T'll get Walter! 
\' 


2 


t What level of hell have 
))\\ I gotten myself into? 





Order up, fish sandwich. 
I made it myself! 





CHEAT! 7 








C'MONI!! Pick up! 


—~w 
pr OW 
\ SZ A 


| Dad? What are you doing there? 
| Is the Pup still in? 


; > 
: That was me. Did you expect 


| me to answer your phone 
without even a little disguise? 


; my dad” 
there? - 





SGRUMBLE? Alright, what's 


got you in a state? Slow down kid! 


Back up to the beginning. 
What happened since 
you left? 


ate Na | Then the patrolman threw me off 
I went to the pier like you asked, | i. olor! I crash landed into the 
and found some broken glasses, 


; i line at Ineedafix. This shark guy 
a bit of gum, and a bullet casing. | then joined me in line and started 


hounding me. Pup, I'm sorry He 
took the casing. — 


~ He said I should get a court order | | 
if I ever wanted it back. But I \ 
don't think we can do that, what 
~ with you on the run, can we? 


t ’ ‘o¢ 


Anyways, the donut jockey at the ‘ 
~ shop ran away with our order to 
_ an old warehouse. Turns out he's ~ 
one of your supporters. ~ 


"ON 





I gave him the details and he started | Kitteh, where are you now? 
to tell me more, but we were 
interrupted by a peeping frog. The 
jockey gave me Walter's address and 
I split. When I got to Walter's place, 
That's clear 
jacross town! 
N 


f ¢ 


| _ At the 44th st hotel. — 


Get a room under the assumed * 
and ran hard after seeing that. ~ name of Orson Welles. 


Can I come home now? Don't worry about the name 
q , ~~ | \— being weird. They won't check 


~ No, I want you « it. I'll be there soon. 
~ to stay there. _ \ 
ok 


In situations like these, 

| Iam forced to wonder. 

| Who has the most to gain? 
Someone is lying to me. 


J er 


a 





You swore to uphold the law 

and protect the innocent. 

You swore to find the truth. 

No matter what, no matter who. 





Shadow meeting eh? Isn't this a 
| bit melodramatic, even For you? 


Yeah. That lout won't 
screw up ever again. 


What about 
our mutual 
friend? 


—_— 


4ind you, my dirty 
halo'd angel. 

Tell me angel, did 
you do as we asked? 


That dog is barking in circles. 
She's got a nobody cat working for 
her and the cops close on her heels. 
She's no threat 
anymore. 


I want her dead. 





But why!? She's out |I guess we got tired of the 
of the pi cture! scenery We went to hunt 
on new grounds. 
Yet the rest of the fish, 
never did. Only sharks. 
Sometimes I think they \N 
were smarter for that. 


LP, 
Tell me, _ 
how did your | 


\ / \ 
~ No Fin, your ancestors had vision. “If That dog is inferior. 
- 4s descendants of the greatest | Disposable meat. wy 4 
' predators, it is our birthright to - / i? 


conquer! 
é i é 


4 wise predator waits til the | No, right now I'd rather go hunting for 


very last to eat help Ful prey. something a little more... enticing. 
Heh, blood running high eh? 


Sure. I could use your help 





Here's a list of our 
troubles. Would 
you be so kind as to 
mend or end them? 


One of our local chapters is 
having a fundraiser. Would you 
make sure it features in your 
personable interests column of 
your paper? I'd prefer a glowing 
review of the gala of course. 


T'll be seein you. 


Pretty boy. 


Yes boss? 
ee 


| Interesting mix of people here. 


Some little groups, a loner, a 


| couple of big names... 


4iny problems? 


None at all. 
Anything 


else I can 


It'll be so shiny, 

the man in the 
moon could read it | 
without relocating. 


Nery good. 
That will be 


all for now. 


\ 


| What do you think of our Fin 
and his methods? 


I think he might be onto 
something in regards to 
not killing that dog 
detective right away 
Especially with 

the police 

swarming as 

they are. 





Then I have to wonder. Why are 
the cops swarming? The detective 
was supposed to die, not be the 
Focus of a large dog hunt. 


4K brilliant ploy perhaps? 
But for, or against us? 


| And as you know, a writers heart 
will be told through their stories. 
| If he really is our ally, it will show. 


The fundraiser is 
this weekend. 

We have more people 
planning to attend 
than ever before. 


pm EES 











44th Street 
Hotel 
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| How did you know I was here? 


J I was as quiet as a mouse! 
4& mouse that wears 


—— > rosewater perfume. 
ee; \ WA 


Nice beak by the way. | What have you got there? 


Your art supplies 
came in ag fae Ive been compiling 


experienced this 
evening. / 





| Again with the dames commentary? 
What is this, a goofy book? 


Heh, sorry I feel like I'm 
a narrator when I write. 


Here's what I've 
recorded so far. 


I see you met Emini. How was he? | 
He seemed ok. 
Shaken, yet determined. | 
He's a good contact 
and a great 
community leader. 
You keep him close. 
7 


Will do! 


Why do some people act like Others were trained to protect 

they're better than others? the illusion of their superiority, 
That's a hard one. Some | in order to blot out their pain 
Folks are plain arrogant. of Feeling insignificant. 
Surprisingly they are the That's where the majority of 


smallest part of that group. our bullies come from. 


Then, there's the ae 
loyal ones. 





This type really doesn't believe that 


they're better, but they have a belief 


in their duty to protect the people 
in their lives. ftny perceived 
damage to their folks, is damage 
to them, and intolerable. 


How does that 
even work? 


} a 


That seems foolish. 
Feelings are weird and powerful 
things. The world needs far 
more education on and practices 
around this. I am sure of it. 
How can we get people to 
see this when the world is 
so full of danger? 


Well, let's say you're a bully, and you 

scream at some bird to, "Get out of 

| here, this is a cat country!” And that 

| bird yelled back telling you to stop 
being a specist cusser. I, being a 
“loyal” would get mad at the bird for 
hurting you with words and probably 
yell back, echoing your sentiment. 

_Even though, my cherished 
mentor is a duck. 


| People don't have time to worry about 
their feelings doing horrible things 
y when they're worried about survival. 
It's important to examine 
our thoughts and actions. 
And when something is really 
important, you make the time. 
How will you tell _! 
them that? 


Wait, why wasn't Jimmy on scene at 
that brownstone? That's his beat. 
| I wondered that too. The detective 
on site said that he's been assigned to 
Captain Pekin's task force to arrest you. 


_ I have my 
own task 
force now? 
Wonderful. 





I don't suppose they mentioned 
whether Captain Pekin was doing this 
by choice or on orders, did they? : Who knows. I've seen shady 
No, but if T had to guess, I'd say deals on both sides of the big 
that Captain Pekin is under drink. From small potatoes all 
orders. My ears are still ringing the way up to the big cheese. 
, from our last 
conversation. 


|How far up do you think this goes? 


So what do we do now? 


1 You and I are 
sf going down to 
the Flame Mingo. 


I thought that was just nonsense 
that he was spouting? 


Emini wouldn't have 
said it if it wasn't 











Hurry up, 


I'm freezing! 


Now remember, big 
diversion. Make sure 
that all eyes are on you. 





— 


The club's 
hoppin... 
alright cat, 
you're on! 


Well hello there! 
Say fella, can a girl join in? ) 
| More importantly, can you y 


a ——— 
Hello there boys! 
My name's Kitteh, what's yours? | 





My that hat sure is a-peeling! | 
4nd that line sure was appalling! 


yj We always 90 to see 
ys 9 ig 


the greatest views, 


a 7) J 
. WY) _This one goes | / — \ 
7, > out to my —_ 
Ni (fp man, whoever 


J We stay out late, 
| past one maybe two, P| 





Your guards are slipping there, Lucky 


Pup! I thought 
Vr you'd been 
Y arrested?! 








Is there a reason I shouldn't Who set me up and why? 
bring the cops down on you? Wish I knew. 


That wns a frame job IV, : A reliable lead 


sent me here, 


and you know it. so don't tell me 


What did your good lead say? | Has he now? When? 
That I should come here, and ti few days ago. He had a business 


, party here with his good friend 
that the drinks are excellent. Gaithe Ge aul «fea itler 


That they are. choice ties. I have some souvenir 
Why, Senator photos of this event if you'd like. 
Hugeleyes has = Or perhaps, I should hand them 
a reset me; | over to Fin to run in ee paper? 
rea on em. Ti 
7 ~\ “Not this time. REZ 


Give them to Pete. Cs - 





That little weasel at the paper? 


Ferret. He's eager and 
too naive to play sides. 


“ Fin's in this 
7 yi " deep then eh? 


\ Hard times. 
A 


Easy there sugar. 
Any closer and 


T'll demand a kiss. 


4h-ba-ba! Now don't 

fret. I know you'll 

only do what's legal. 
4nd that's all I'm 


asking of you. 


I don't know how or why 
There must be a good 
| reason though. 


Are you sure? 


So, one exposed senator for... 
Fooooor? 
When you're cleared for duty, 
T'd like you to lean hard on 
the smythe street gang. 


Why is it with you, I never 
know if I'm making promises 
to save my soul, or sell it? 


Save of course, silly 
T'm always here for you. 





Why don't you just stay here 
and let me take care of you? 


ONG 
Now there's a road I shouldn't Can I at least help you get out? 
go down again. 


Spoil sport, why not? 
ats ? / T have it 
I almost lost my / | ‘| covered. 
f badge last time. / |} I only need 
to give the 


signal. \ 





Don't forget about our : Til next we 

little agreement. ree, | meet Pup! 
fs if you'd You take care 

of yourself! 


) 
\ 
fis 


mo) 
eee | 


tt, ) A ‘a 
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There's no telling how yew 
far this all goes. fi ( PUPPY 


a « 


aS 
ail a 











Heads up \ 
deal | 








Mrph? 
MPH! 


MMMMMMM__ | 
MWAH! 


Tr Good wight! 


Gotta go! 


a>. 
Did you get what you need? 

I sure hope so. 
What's that 


ec 
Saws 
Sas SS . 
<a 


4, night's sleep is 
about the only 
thing that will help 


=S 
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ee 
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Because you've been on this for 

two days straight, and I'm Zz 

wondering how much longer | Jim, you know 
you'll last? | that crime 


| never sleeps. 


A Wa 
Captain, we've been assigned to 
investigate and arrest Puppy, Only the fact that we've been 
who is NOT a criminal. assigned to this hunt so far. 


Yes, but the people You think it stinks too, eh? 


who set her up, are. | \ ., bie ; 
~~ | yesterday's gus 
f ~z\ ‘ f q 


4 <2 
Sure he is. What about the gun? 
4 standard M1911. Nothing special, 


military issue, serial number filed of f. 


Piste 6K ® 
What about Pup's original 
investigation? Any connections? 
None. Our assignment came solely 
from Detective Quinlan. 
4nd he swears on marching orders. Bullet? 





It was a through and through. | You know Pup's no lone wolf. 

That slug is long gone. Sir, going We should look to her cohorts. 
over these details ad nauseum isn't They're bound to turn up something. _ 
helping. Nothing new is going to just | 
spring out from them. 


Fin and the other paper boys 
are pretty good for information. 
Well what do ah What about 


you suggest 


Kitteh’s harmless. Often plays Se os . 
dumb to sneak past the less Sir, it wil be dawn in a few 


observant Folks. | hours. Will you go to the cot in 
Where are her loyalties? | the back and get a little bit of 


With her clients. sleep please? 


Good. 


Alright, wake me in time for 
4 . . 
Ati do trust me to be an the morning paper, will ya? 
actual police officer when fi 


‘ i iaht? 
you're not watching, right! Wii got tt. 





vi 


y 


Morning Edition! 


Read all about it! / 


Morning edition! 

Read all about it! 

Senator caught in 
big scandal! - 


ant 





Welcome friend, Jerry, this is bullcuss. Why ave 
here you go! we giving these people publicity? 
Fin said we have to 
make a good report 


* 


é 9) 
y Bie: 


Good? How can somthing good Listen Pete. Fin said good. 

come from this group? They are 4nd who on our team are better 

literally advocating that mammals investigative reporters than us? 

are inferior and disposable. Do the Gotcha! 

ones here even know that? What will : ; 

they do when all of the sudden they : Now let's | 
; __ make it illegal for go uncover 


them just to be? | / Plat 
Pe i (A | 





I don't see Fin yet. Are you 
sure he's going to be here? 


wae in this we can 
take the first , 
steps towards a =~ Y| He should be. His paper | 
error #| announced this gathering, 

‘ \\\) which is a wonder to itself. | 
fz 

! 


gobbeldy gook about superior species. 

In fact, one time a chameleon told 

him that Pup was inferior and should | |/ \ 
be used for meat, and Fin punched 

him so hard, he went stripey 


Pete's here too sir. 


Sir? 
[Y7 


a 





What are you doing here!? You know | 


these folks are ultimately trying 
to get rid of your kind!!! 


Then make sure you pay real 
good attention!!! 


You better cuss well cover this 
like it is. Hateful and stupid 
rhetoric like this is why I have 
to clean up extra bloodstains 
at night! = \ SS 


T have to 
report what \_ «As 
I see and hear! 


SF 


Trying to silence the first 
amendment are we, Captain? 


No, I'm looking for Fin. 
You know where he is? 





Did I hear him right in 
saying that you're a Captain? 


Yeah, what of it? 


I don't have to defend 
crackpot ideas. 
What is crackpot about wanting 
to control the population? 
You must admit that there 
isaneed. There ore _ 


You don't give a damn 
about society if you would 
throw away lives rather 
than deal with the search 
for real solutions! 


You should be more careful when you 


speak. After all, aren't you supposed 


to defend all our points of view? 
Isn't that the policeman's sacred 
duty? 


Listen buddy, if your answer to 


| population is to kill off a section 


that you think you don't want, 
then you better take a good hard 
look at yourself! 


| If my momma, by herself, could 


take care of 4 ducklings without 
losing one of us, then this country 
can figure it out! Maybe I should 


| put her in contact with you? 





I'm going to write to your You'll be fired! I'l get you fired 
chief and demand you be | for thisll! 

‘ ‘ ‘ | Maybe you will. Still, I'd rather be 
reprimanded immediately! 


9) 
iy | 
4 Like I give 


re hope you report what 
| that bully just said to me! 
Did you get that!?!? 


Come on Jim. We have a few 
more folks to interview today 


Every blessed és, 


word. WN 7 





Linnekar's fur was long and white, 
wasn't it? I guess this is him then. 


What a mess. 


Hey Menzie, you find 
anything else before 
I got here? 


tooth. We don't know 
if it belonged to the 
assailant or not though. 


We should 
treat it if it 
is for now. 





What are you looking at | When were you going to tell 

me for? That's Fin’s. | me that I let a prime suspect 
destroy evidence? Or that 
that acpe was your Friend!? 


| So your best friend shot the toady 
Anything else you're I didn't Say that. 
failing to tell me!?!? , WHAT 


Ss 


\ aS THENI? 
/ 
y By 


(ork 


I said that Fin has that make | I guess it’s possible that he's not 
and model of gun. Many other | guilty, but he’s still at the top of 
veterans of the Great Fur War | my suspects list. S: 
do as well. As well he should be, 
; It was until he can explain 
| common to himself. 








| take a trophy 
@) weapon from 
a fallen enemy 





Did you get anything we can use 
from your pal at the club? 


Not much in the way of 


information. Have you : 


got today's paper! 


| I'll go check. 
What are we looking for? 


Any change. 
/ 


ee. 


There's a cigar box sale at 
the shop around the corner! 
Oh brother. 


Try the bigger headlines. 


You're still wanted. 


, 


VA 
=! 


Your cases, your latest crusade. 

No connection whatsoever. 
Maybe, and maybe not. 
Who was the new 
detective taking care of 


Walter's murder scene? 
Detective 


Quinlan, 


| Disappointing... that means 
| our Senator is not likely the 
power behind my frame up. 


\ So we still 


have nothing. 


| I know all of the officers on our force. 


I don't know him. Yet he's assigned to 


| everything that should belong 


to Captain Pekin. 


We talk to the 
Captain about this then. 


4nd how are we 
going to do that? 
/ 





The captain doesn't really know my | What is that supposed to mean? 
involvement, so I can just ask him. | 
He'll never suspect I'm working 
with you. 


You're a clown! Why would 
the captain tell you anything 
about this case? 


I can just imagine. T'm not a clown. 
Why'd you say that? 
2 7 


There's a picture of you in Honestly! Dressing funny 
a clown suit in your files. | didn't stop me from catching 
OF course there is! I was the bad guy then, SO looking 
undercover at the circus. stupid won't stop me now. 
The kid I was helping was afraid NOW. What do you want 
of clowns. I dressed up as one me to ask??? J 
4 toshowhim | Pe 
/ that it was just | 
an outfit. 
Nothing more. 


T'm sorry | I should call Fin. 
Don't worry about it. See if he “knows” anything. 


Ask the Captain why he Be careful. It's best 
is of f the other cases. if he doesn't know 
See if you can get him 
to cough up any 
other details. 

Ss 





If I'm not arrested out of spite, 
are there any other places and people 
I should check in with out there? 


Try the local community 
You can start with checking 
back in with 
Emini. 
See if he has 
more to tell us. 








Do you want me to pass on 
a message to the Captain? 


I'm sorry kid. 
This is all for 
the greater good. 


Feel the situation out 
first. If you're sure 
he is truly on our side, 
you can tell him... 


I wish I knew if 
u were joking. 
| I will never tell. von 





You should have let me eat him. 


We need him to tell the other 

businesses to fall in line or else. 

Dead folks tell no tales you know. 
N\ 





dre there any more on 


‘ ‘3 We have a meeting with 
2 : 9 
the list for today: y (7 the big boys down town. 


Can we eat them? 


Do you suppose he ‘ 
means our boss? Nah, just Pretty Boy 


Not likely I've never speaking for him. 
N seen our boss, have seu ‘ 2 





Are you two coming You're the oddest backup 
or what? T've ever had. 
Waaaaay back. \ # 
It's not like 


| you've needed 
| us so far. 


I'm saving the 
best for last. 477 





HEY! WHAT GIVES?! 


Do you remember what happened 
the last time you set foot in here? 


That's right. Now be a good 
cat and sit still for once. 


We're bored. Why don't | 
you entertain us? 
ap 
— — dil na 
‘ a LTS 
 & Ff | i 
v | Heh 





Morning Mailer field office, | 


this is Pete. 


= cK 
zclack< 


Funny, you're the second one 
looking for Fin today. 
Yeah, the Captain no less! 


Oh hey Pete. 
Say, is Fin around? 


| Gee thanks! 
Sure, sure. 


Ok, I will. 





| WELL?!?! 


You call yourself a reporter! 
Two folks are lookin for Fin in 
the space of a couple hours. 


I'm sorry. I didn't mean 


to hurt you. 
That's ok Jerry. 


T know this reporting 


Well what Jerry? 


| One of them practically 


strangled you with your 
own collar as they asked 
and you don't wonder why?! 


\ You're strangling me a 


a i 


VX 


S00000, who was on the 
phone? 
Oh, it was Pup. 


DAH! 


Eeeek! 





Sorry, no external ears you know. 
What did you just say to me? 
<i r 


I wouldn't know sir. 
Nobody left through the front 
door on my watch though. 


2 Come on in Captain! Let's go 
see if we can't find Lucky! 


Nothing Captain! Frank here just 
meant that we're closed to the 
regular public now. Not you sir! 


whee 


Jimmy, quit 
clowning. 


| Heh, good luck old bird. Though, 


frankly I think you can do better. 





Why have you been slaving away night 
after night on those papers when 
you could be playing with me? 
Cause I know better than vs 
to play with dynamite. — 


And we all know that Lucky here! Seram doll. Lucky and I 
hates to get her paws dirty have to have a little chat. 
m ae 


You know you missed me. | Till cut to the chase. 
Where's Pup? 


About as much as 


boil tt. 
a boil on my bu Why do you assume that 


/ Is that any way I would know her current 
to talk to a lady? <——— location? 


2. 
J \ 

None 
\ present. 





Because last time Pup was | WHERE IS SHE?! 
in it up to her ears, it was | CA 
all your fault. LA 
\ Temper 
temper dear. 
S77 


Oh come now Captain. I know 
you won't do anything to me. 
Deep down inside you believe in 
that badge and it's promise. 
T've done nothing illegal. 


a aie J '- That T've 
Ped 
@ XS 


seen so far.| 


I am assigned to Pup's case and only You can't talk to the 
that case, courtesy of you. I'd like to | Pe ; 
go on interviewing my witness now if Captain like that! 

/ 


you don't mind. Sergeant. 


She's not your 
witness anymore. 
Lucky here is a key 
witness in Walter's 


death. My case. 





let it eat you. 
\§ Jerks like him 
a get what's 
coming. 


Odd. Lucky likes everyone's 
money around... Thanks for 
the tip. Come on Jim. 

Let's put on our blues and get 
crackin. 


I don't like this one bit. 
Does Quinlan visit often? 


No. Lucky doesn't like 
having him around. 


(ee A da 
= at aS 


_—> 


Ca 
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Keep us informed. 
Anything goes down, 
you call me. 


7 
, OTT 


Will do, thanks. 





T'll ask you again nicely. 
Where's the shark hiding? 


ew . 


You may think you're untouchable, 


\ 


but you're wrong. 


Quinny, go eat 
a bag of carrots. 


Careful there Quinny 
When you ask questions 
like that, you start 


| to look incompetent. 


| That Senator that was keeping you 


safe from me is all but a distant 
memory Before tonight is over, 
you'll be begging to tell me all 
that you know. 

/ 








Decided to bring the 
melodrama to the of fice 


Only to tell you that Lucky is on 
the phone and is she ever mad! 
Better have your best apology 


Nery funny Pretty Boy 

Don't forget to pick up 
my suits at 
the cleaners. 


Roger that! 


Siitiititigh. 





4s if you didn't know that ~ Lucky for me, he's not that ~ 

your idiot lackey GQuinnyboy | _pright! I hope those details - 

just tried to send me packing. | 1 gave him steer him right > 
off a very short pier. 


ft eaoyp Y ad 





He wasn't aiming to kill me_ 
- if that's what you mean. 


Honestly darling you have 

the worst taste in minions. 
He's been keeping an 
eye on some things 
for me. 4nd some 


eyes of f. 


OW. And is Fin one of 
those things? 


NMG b@ ys eee 


I may have mentioned my 
displeasure with the way 
Fin is handling some cases. 
2 Vy) 
ar 


afm. 





oy © FF Fe 


> Fin’s actions have been alittle — In his mind that means, ‘Find 


- strange and hard to track = and pulverize Fin, and anyone 


« lately, so I aksed Quinlan a = else who stands in the way. 


- to watch him. 


Idiots like Quin are self destructive by T've always loved the 
nature. Use him for what he's worth. iastou Tinka t 
Keep him on a tight enough lead, give y you Think dearest. 
him juuuust enough rope and then... «kG eee oy 
Let - Prove it. ‘ 


Him 





“How about we go For your 
~ Favourite say, eight ish? < 

Tbe = 2 find quite | What is going 
there with a bit of on with Fin? ZX 


bells on. WV “— g ckeup. | Has he 
d caused you 


trouble? 


4 


That's a losing game. Instead of 


Not yet, but you know how you ; 
tracking that moving target, keep 
this in mind. Fin has always 


get a Funny feeling? I just need 


to know where his loyalties lie. V/A een an 
“any means’ 


a oe i | type of guy 


7 ee _ Simple. Ask your contacts. 


ree 

; ind Cut at hie seems tb sit What did they think about him? . 
_ and keep supplying him the means. ~ / we 
~ He'll fall into line. ae 


t t Yo x 


Oh. It's you. 


OTR XAKAZ Te, 
ANAS 





Easy there, Eddie. 
Mind your manners. 
He should 





It is if you'll join 
me in a plate! 





You've got red on you. 


Eh? Ohl! 


get some marinara on that, in 
case anyone asks questions? 
Nah, I'm going to have to burn 


this suit anyways. No evidence, 
no crime dontcha know! 


Speaking of your dear | 


boss, how are things 
going over there? 


Pretty well. 


Not to worry, it's only blood. 


wT 


- | 

J i, 
y 
fo 


Tt's not important. 
Some bum got in the boss’ way. 


NS_ 
Did you kill them? — 


GF 


The boss has us keeping tabs 
on the locals. The usual 
schtick. He is also intensely 
interested in your progress 
with his pet project. 


Things are moving along. 





What's not to like? 


Prohibition ended five 
years ago. Yet, we are 
still struggling to recover. 


I don't like this. Not one bit. 


= ROMP 
ph ata 


2 


PH - 


{> ~ 


jon 
7 


* 4 


+ 
o~ \ 


proved to be just the kind of boost we 
needed. Like manna from the heavens! 


YEAH BUT 
THE KRAUT S!!! 


Shush now. 


S| Fin my lad, You weren't told? Very well. 


Z there is no I will illuminate 
Ce reason to ; 
worry yourself | 
about this. 


ee 

__> BP We have 
en everything 
Y under control. 
No, this IS interesting. 


—~Tell me, what would we have 
at all to do with THEM!?!? 





The Great Fur War left a bad taste in | 
our mouths for sure. 
4s bad as Remy Marco's 
Gold Velvet beer? 
Igh! Ok, nothing quite 
tastes that bad. 
a 


Tributes are 


a pittance, 


THEY WANT TO REARM! 
WHAT DO YOU 


So we're rearming Germany? 
For what reason? This doesn't 
make any sense. 


Pure profits, 


ya 
( Se) 


N we all know it. || 


| They blow each other up and 
then they spend more money to 

| get more supplies to blow each 
other up again. That leaves less 
of them, and more for us! 


So we got into steel! 


iLike Carnegie? 
| Bingo! They make it, we ship it! 


For a fee of course. sRieprT? 


What do 
the krauts 
= /—want with 
yo 
our steel? 


The official story is 
rebuilding their railroads 
in a "goodwill effort.” 


| 4s a reporter I can tell you, 
never believe the official 


| story as the full story 


See 





It ain't right boss! Our boys wil be 
the ones who have to clean up this 


mess. You were in the trenches, Fin! | 


YOU KNOW!!! 
SHISSSSS2 


Speaking of calm... 
He's right you know. 
Theyll go too far a: 


Not our 


yy problem. 
; a ‘hi a \ 
u SS 


Today they hate the Tate | 
another day it'll be the 
lemmings. What's the 
difference? Theyll do 
_ 0s they always do, and 
we'll profit big time! 


I 


Calm yourself. 


Your order sir. p 
SDAH = 


Enjoy. 
>» 7 Thanks! 
/ 


Fin, I don't know a single one of 
us that would vote to go in on 


| another one of their squabbles. 
| We are an entire ocean avvay, 


Let them deal with it. 
It's their problem, 
not ours. 


tell ya, I can't wait till things 


really kick into gear!!! =. 





Fin? FIN! 
Are you in there? 


y ) ; } pi 
{ 


Eh heh heh. You know how 

it is. 4 long day of smacking 
around lowlifes. It works 

a shark up. fm I right? 


I love your energy 


Now that's ; 
feeding frenzy! 


f,~ WN 
\ Py e o YN 
\ & Hom a bh 
‘a Yad qf ) 
A NY 


Hot towel and a fresh napkin, sir? 
Thank you my good man. 


I can't wait to see what 
you do to the canolis! 


ad ~ , _> 
2 Vibe tke that 
, scene seman 
Everything's a /2 Gr (od 
movie to you. “7 5 





T've got a job to do too. 
Where I'm going, you can't 
Follow. What I've got to do, 
you can't be any part of. 


Someday you'll understand that. 


Now, now. 


Here's looking at you, kid. 


Did they make it? 

What happened? 

What about Rick? 

Who will love Rick??? 4 


| Ilsa, I'm no good at being noble, but 


it doesn't take much to see that the 


| problems of three little people don't 


amount to a hill of beans in this 
crazy world. 


Everything is in order. 


All except one thing. 
There's something 
you should know. 


Kittehil 
I didn't do it! 





NY 
Don't forget 
to write! 


You have a 
phone call. 


\ Who'd be calling 


me here? _ 
7 , Y) 





Hello, this is Kit. Bssks does that officer have your 
Who's calling please? 4 a a 
That's what 
I thought. 





tim I glad to hear your voice! 
When are you gonna spring me? 


Come on Been I've had a hard day. | 


v4 , 


ke had a hard day?! 


~ I've been sidelined for ~ 


« awhole 104 pages!!! ~ 


, N 


Oh? OH! Well, I came here 
looking for Captain Pekin, but 
when the other officer saw 
me, they threw me in the cell. 


Why, hello Ralph! How are you doing 


| today? Gee, I'm ausFully ony 


7 disappeared = 


on you 
AGAIN 


| without 
| word and 


made you 


| worry so! 


* IF you're just calling to yell, ~ 
, I'm gonna hang up. 
i \ ‘ s x 


- 


\ 


Listen you little soap bubble, I'm calling 
| to help. Now how 


did you end 
up in there? 7 G 


| Sounds interesting, if not illegal. 
Did they say why? 


J % 
~ 2 


I may have caused 
— a ruckus last time ~ 
it J was here. ~ 





And what were the Does it matter? 
circumstances of said ruckus? | 


saiovwe ae YW 
AN A Pee - Probably not. - 


—/ 


A a ee Sey 


I am helping, you big palooka. 
You're going to have to wait for the 
captain anyways, so sit still and make nice. 


/ 


aa 


I THOUGHT YOU WERE 
GOING TO HELP ME! 


It's clear to me that this case is | - You know you need me. f 
huge. Otherwise you wouldnt have | EE ee ee 
been out so long, let alone arrested.) True, T was high and dry 
Now spill. Who did what to whom, 
and what do you want me to do 
about it? 


without my right hand man. 


Alright, but I 
hope you have a 
strong stomach. /” 





- ALO RP S| ao is THAT Familiar. 
7 ~ —~ 


Here, have a handkerchief. 


Thanks brother. 


How long have you 
been experiencin 
your battle fatigue? 


Nowadays, it only really bugs me 
when it's Foggy out. When it's so 
thick, you can't see five inches 
forward. You never know where it's 
coming from, or even if the fog 


Ever since the Somme. You? 


I didn't really start to 
crack up til a few months 
before the war ended. 


ee 
That and the smell of burning metal. 
I told the boss I won't be anywhere near 


: any of the factory operations. 





‘Down here you fool! = 


= I don't care, let them see me! 
_ T'll go over the top and send 
every last one of those krauts 





I hate to break it to you kid, but 
pei ae going there 602 wel ot anethers | Is just as dead that Garren sheller 5 | 
I don't mean Germany | \ brother. tnd probably in as many pieces. 


I know what y / You sympathizing 
with them Piletti? 


ad 
ae 


Listen k ‘re all born, we eat, and 4 Heh, we're paying for their greed, 7 
then we die. Those idiots shooting at 7 martinis, and hookers is more like it. @ 
us, bought the same story that our Ve 7 
cigar smokers in charge sold you. ¥ TF that's all there is, then 
Glory duty honor. V7, why the hell are you here? | 
Se 7 <<a | SS You obviously know better! 
Mf YY 


=i LL 
I'm here to make sure that ignorant young iit... tastes like rot en blood. 


a RE 


pups like yourself live to regret their decisions. “There's bloo Ain everything here. = = 
The only way youre going to get through this ——s 


is if you wipe off that revenge mindset, um ie ll - rn i Me = z 
like that dirt on your face. . pO GET MPs ey ery = = 





| You're going to have to get rid 
of that revenge mindset if you 
i want to get out of this alive. 


o— = . You don't sarin end up in 
Al, I ain't gonna tell ya twice. the bottom of the Hudson. 


Lay off! If the boss gets | I don't care, we ought) 


: } to do what's right! 
sick of your) ~ Ni \ WW Said the & 


griping or P \.\\_ gangster. 
worse... 


Fin, you ok? | Speaking of agreeing with me, are 
| You were gone along time! | you and Henry about finished up? 


Oh yeah, the | | Sure, as long as we can 
canoli did NOT : 


) agree with me. 
[4 





T am here to report that I indeed did 


not Fall in! I never saw anyone move 
| quite that fast before. 
Are you sure I can't hire 
you out independently now 
and again? 


dnd when ya gotta go, 
ya gotta go! Eh? 


Eeeeeh! 


All set Fin. They even 
wrapped up my dessert 
in this cute little bundle! 


\ 


T'll be sure to take it up with 
the boss. If he green lights it, 
then I'll be back with bells on! 
In the mean time, I gotta go 
finish my errands and report in. 


T live just 
around the block 
from here. 


Can I take my 


time. J 


Sure thing, 
we've got 
yh 


Ni! 
v 





Hellooooo! Is there anyone 
in this mausoleum? 


I'm here to see Mr. Welles. Oh yeah? Where's that dollface? 
No need ot announce me, | It's this cute little spot that 


Tam ieee || serves up the hottest knuckle 
er you are, p»»e»ONT” I sandwiches. GET ME? 
Oh you, keep it up and T'tl 
reward you with lunch at Yes sir! 
my favourite 


Tf you'll jus t j Ain ane in the F Honestly unless you hear otherwise, 


: you should assume that everyone you 

elevator over here, Tl get you | approach is your mother, regardless of 

to your friend. © gender, and you should behave accordingly 
Why would I 





There has got to be more 
that I can do. It's been 
hours since Kit left! 


Wait... what? 
How did I miss this? 


Eighty dollars for a girdle? 

That should cost fifteen at the 

most. Matuschek's, now why does | 
7 that sound familiar? | 





That sounded like it came 
from Mr. Welles’ room! HEY! 
ARE \ YOU OK IN THERE! oy 


T'll go call the cops, you wuit here... 


4nd that's enough 


Ralph's the name. 

That fool employer cat of 
mine got herself arrested 
again, and she wanted 


Oh, sorry maam, didn't mean to... 


| saaaaay! You look like that detective 


‘who was accused of murder! 


| There's a reward for her and 


I'm not — sure when that 
schmo will wake, but I'm sure we 
don't want to be here for him to 
call the police. 


Kit said you walalt have a new lead 
and need backup. You don't look 
like the type to read on the fipor: 


| 8 spill! 


I found 
something 
fishy in 

\ \\\ rue abe 





4h hah! That is a big ol’ phony ad. 


And you think this has something 
to do with your case? 


Senator Hugeleyes’ 
brother in law 
works at 
Matuscek's. 


Because I seem competent 
where Kit does not? Original. 
Listen buster, I'll tell ya 
what I tell all the others, 

\ that cat has a gift. 


She gets the goods, 
I make it stick. 


You ready? 
Almost. How's it \ 


looking out there? 


The store front will probably be tight lipped 


| or clueless. Do they have a warehouse? 


Tell me, how did you and Kitteh start 
working together? 


\ Uh, yes. Near twenty eighth street. 


Kit is often right where she needs 


| to be and when. No idea how. 


4nd she has the good sense to know 
it too. As far as how I started 
working with her, that'd take 

too many pages. 


Ya SQ. Here, put your 
at costume on. 
Ca ee 





Looks like that rain is coming soon. | 


ial 
The boys here should be 
able to loan us an umbrella. 


i 
| 
{ 


Sir? 
How did you know I was going 
to stop by here right about now? 


A 
Pe 


Sir, is there any reason I can't Even when it is sorely tempting. 
just lock that cat up for good? : k funny thing happened 
Officer, you can't 90 around changing to me on the way to this 
\ the way the law is applied just because forum today... 
you don't like someone. We have laws, 
and the constitution 
for a very good 





This is a crime story, not a 
musical, and don't you forget it! 
J Musical tomorrow, 
Dramedy tonight! 
Why are 
you here? — 


Ready sir. 
Who were the first \ 
people you spoke to 
in your investigation? 


Walter??? That harmless old man 
at the docks? What happened? 
Why were'nt we told? 


Pup sent me. We've hit a wall 


| and need to compare notes. 


gs " 
She said Xt 


say to you, ~ 


"Bottoms up”. 
| 


Well, there was you and jimmy.. 
Skip us. 


Next. 
Fin, Emini, the landlord, ‘ 
8 


then Emini’s friend 


Walter, he's dead. 


The koala cop tossed 
me off the pier. 


aie 


I don't exactly know everything. 
Emini and I figured he was a 

| witness to the shooting. I never 
got to ask him any questions though. 


Emini is 
where we 
_ start then. 





Don't be a stranger now! 


Yes, Mrs. Milchrest! 


EXTRA! EXTRA! Read all 
about it! Senator gets 
hauled off to jail! Whispers 
OF Treason and dark money! 





T'd like a Morning Mailer Extra, "The International Eugenics Conference 


and a Cosmopolitan please! 
You got it! There's a Pearl Buck 
short story in today's edition. 


convened today at the Natural History 
"Museum. Though why they were invited is 
beyond this reporter. The idea behind this 
conference is that /) some people were 
born more / //)_ perfect than 
others. +s if /) one life is worth 
another...” 


ee MY 
WE Gam |e ) ftw. 


"These people are nothing but a 
bunch of brutish thugs, and their 
Followers, a bunch of grade & 
suckers. Thier opinions about 
lives, absolutely crackers, as a local 
police captain will corroborate.” 

Oh man. The boss is gonna blow 

a gasket. 
Fin, why do 

you do this 
to me? 


Unless you 
have a spare ~, 
million 


| tucked away. 





Was that Pretty Boy just now? | Is he significant today? 
He's allegedly high brass in the 


Eh, I'd give him underground scene. No proof 
per usual. Odd to see him in 


a © at most. 
E ie ake 223 delight though. 
fo 7 | ¥ ae 


Have you thought about what we're | 
going to say when we get to this 
warehouse you speak of? 


To answer your question, we say nothing. 
NN My beak is pasted on, || We wait for darkness to move in. Have you 
= “2B what's your| | got a place to hide where people don't ask 


% yi iN excuse? | | questions in the mean time? 


DO I EVER! 











TTT ae 
tunel inuge 


DET 
This is where he 
lead me so we 
could talk! <Z 


T don't like | 
this. — 3 


oN Me either. ye 


y 


Easy there fella. 
What happened? | ~~ 
Who did this to you? 


The area's secure. eye long gone. 


‘i one else is here. 





Fin, and two goons that 
belong to Pretty Boy. 


Fin's -_ 


something 


Beating up mR keeps for their 
pennies is small taters though. 
_ Why does HE care? 
a _ They were looking \ 
for our cooperation 
~and our silence. 


What about Quinlan? He's in charge of 
most of the local divisions right now. 
Haven't you seen him? 


Don't make me laugh. 

Seriously, it'd hurt too much. 

He's another one of those 
sienges: who thinks ae 


I gotta admit I am usually tied 


'to smaller cases. Who is this 


qeretty Boy character? 


Silence? What's going on? 


I'm not sure, but it must 

be big. They've been shaking 
down the docks twice as hard 
as any of their regular 
businesses. What's worse, 
you're the first & 
coppers I've seen 


Trust me. If Quinlan was on the 


| scene, you'd be questioning a stain 


on the floor. That's the trouble 
with this crowd When you're not a 
“person, they have no trouble 


| disposing of your body 





Sir? You have that look again. What's his signature? 
5 Messy overkill. 
It's my face, Sergeant. 


Could have been 
him. That scene 
was a mess. 

\ 


GRUMBLE < Seems like their 
OF course it was him. I didnt get this badge at 
no five and dime. But why? # self righteous 
Senator who's a pain in my tuckus hires a thug 
to take over my territory but now without some 
local authority's blessings. Reporters are 
running about at a eugenics gathering, and their 
own boss is tangled in the mob somehow 
and is knocking down dock doors. 

What's it all about? 


superiority complex is 
i the common thread. 


Last time I checked, it Fin. He has to be the key 
wasnt illegal to be a goon. He doesn't believe in that 
If it were, half the city | garbage, so what's his gag? 
would be arrested tomorrow. More important, how do we 
No, there's more here. find him? 


WY oy a 
N 





DID YOU SEE THAT 
WRITE UP?!2!?! 
DID YOU SEE IT??? 


May I remind you that you promised 
Lucky you'd take her out tonight? 

4nd she won't anything get in the way 
of that. Not even, 

"Oops, / 
I burnt 
down my 
office. 


=H AGAIN.” 


Really sir, when it comes to your love life, 
you are unimaginitive. I'm sorry your 
permit didn't go through, how bout I 

take you to your favourite place? 

Sting gone wrong, favourite place? 

Guards murdered, favourite place? 





Let's start with what we know, 
shall we? The Morning Mailers 
write up of our gala event was 
indeed dismal. 


>Geené 


~ Check. 


Did Fin give his underlings the 
instructions we gave him? Did they 
disobey him? Perhaps he failed to give 
instructions entirely, or worse, he told 
them to be awful. 
"We don't know 
these things. 


T'm not sure Lucky will be 
pleased if I disappear too 
quickly after dinner. 


Fin did not write the article 
himself. His name is not on it. 


Perhaps a little meeting once 

your dinner has settled? 

We can scoop up those other 

reporters and store them at 
the warehouse for later. 


Oh sir, you know we wouldn't ask any 
hard questions without you. I could 
go get Quinlan to issue their invite 





Not after what he did. 
Quinlan should be told to 
keep strictly to “clean up”. 


4s you wish. 
Till send Legs then. 


| Take Diamondback Jim too. 


I went ahead and scheduled your 

six o'clock meeting across the 

room from your dinner reservation | 
to ease your traffic concerns. 


smaller \ 

kingdom 

T'd wager. 4 
Pe 


Heh. You're not getting too big for 
your britches there are you Pretty Boy? 


No sir, I've 
never wanted 
to lead. 





Are you sure that's a good idea? No, he'd never marry, and I don't 
I don't want to match his outfit again. | really want him. Come to think of 
Heh, are you two one of those old it, I'm not sure I really want anyone. 


married couples now? 
X\ What about, “you know who"? 
™ 


Whoa! TF looks could kill!| 1 want to see you happy And you 
NN | always happiest with her around. 


Emilio, I'm a scoundrel 
They should have. and a blackguard. I have no 


You know better than | intention of changing. 


to bring that up. / x 
. i’ ; L 


That's not what I see You'll see. Call your officer, 


| what was his name? 


‘ Jim. 
Try telling that | | T2t Jim who you work for 
toa copper. ~| \ and see how fast he runs. 
“A = 


in you daily. 





T play piano and I do makeup and Complete carpsicles. You separated 

costumes on occasion. I could our duties. I have no idea what you're 

hardly be arrested for that. up to most of the time, and if that 
officer can't see that, well then, 


Have you ever heard of | bs'enok worth my Hees 


guilt by association? 
I could ruin your 
chances for happiness. 


However, I think Jim is bigger | You know I can't tell you. 
than that. I also think that Answer to yourself then. 
Pup can be too. Honestly Have you killed? Have you 
what are your ties here other maimed or crippled in 
than a few dates? either body or spirit? 


Did you do anything terribly Ok, give me a nice pout. We'll have you 
illegal business wise? Is there looking like Myrna Loy in no time. 
anything you can't absolutely Can it. 


walk away From? My last thought is this. You've done 
well in legitimate business before. 
| Could you vow to 
do it again? 
Could you and 
Pup try again? 





_ Fi} Uuuuuuugh. I know frogs 
Pete, where's (T |) are supposed to like 
my notebook! eS |)) tumidity, but this summer 
~~ 
has been unbearable. 


Desk by the 
window, Jerry! 
‘ 


We should get a fan. They have Pete, we're reporters. We aren't 
some great new models out lately | in any one place for very long. 
in different colours too! I Heck, we chased down and wrote 
Does that three major stories today, and 
it's almost 
time for 
our evening 
| rounds! 


really matter? 
x 


_to brighten up 
the joint. 


§ I somehow doubt that an ancient 
philosopher was talkin about 


| appliances when he said that. 
Wasn't it Aristotle that said, 


“Pleasure in the job puts He was ahead 
perfection in the work."? of his time! 

NO. Tend ~ 
this ridiculous 
coversation 

right now. 





We need to find the next big If ls ve ae 7 vali hse 
thing. We need to find... | 9°" O° Per bring omens 


~ KNOCK KNock< | 


Who's at : | , Candygram 5 
our door? ’ : prt 
ag s Bullpen! 
- peat 


Yoo hoo! 
Anyone home? 





Our boss is very interested in you), Boss thinks you don't have any really, 
| today He wants to know all about | but I says I can prove him wrong. Now... 
your cares, 
your talents. 








This is new. 
WHY DIDN'T / ™ 
YOU TELL 


Like you said, we need to Find Fin, 


and we won't while we're Fighting 
amongst ourselves. How do we do 
that though? \ <= 
ost oy ll 
places to hide. Vs 4 


These bozos come into my 
community, demand our lives, 
and promise to kill us if we don't 
comply Well they can shove my 


donuts where the sun don't shine. 


i’ - 


Pup said that everything was 
completely circumstantial. 


| The bleep you say. 


I'm dead \ 


} anyways. 
» I won't 


y 
comply ¢ 
ye 
] 


| You can't! 
| There must be another way! 


Kitteh, 

he's right. 

This won't 

stop until _ 

we stop 
7 them. 


PA 


4) j 1A 





I refuse to live in fear of what In a bizarre way, I almost 
might happen. They have it in | Feel invincible. I mean, 


for me. OK. I have my dignity : what more can they do me? 
I will meet them, head held high. : 


| You take it all the way to the 

| highest court if you have to. 
4nd in the end, you make 
them wear their crimes. 


If it comes 
| to that, — 
I will. 


I'm not afraid of whoever | I'm going to need you to increase 
might show up. | the patrol presence on the docks 


What do you 


and at my home. I'm also going 
need from us? ( 


to need a day to get my affairs in 
order, just in case. 





How do you know Fin will come For 
you? What if you make noise and 
someone else comes in his place? 


Fin came for me personally 

He cares, I know it. If a death 

warrant is issued, he'll serve it rather | 

than let anyone else near me. 
You should 


Ih 4 


\ 
\ 


time Jim. Stand up guy, always 


sticking his neck out for the little guy | 


Is that so bad sir? 
It is when you take 
> it too far. He fancied 
—_)\_ himself some kind 


» of punisher. 


4 : 
/ 


You sure put a lot of faith 


T've been telling you for 
years, procedure and by the 
book. To serve the law, we 
must breathe the law. 

No cutting corners. 


I don't know. I'm not sure 
about anything anymore. 
Well you can be sure about us. 
I still have enough influence 
to get you the help you need. 


Zs 





| What's the matter kid, 
| you got wax in your ears? 


Then why are > | 
you still here? y 


Sir, may I be Frank? 


Frank, Pekin, 
_— __ whatever 
OX. suits you. 4 


PROBAT IONZI2122222 Asking for extra men to check 

| out a Flimsy lead from some 
T HAVE BEEN AN | beast donut jockey on the pier? 
aceite Ch Bie 3 
AND YOU” / 





Quinlan has all e | I've been almost exclusively 
but taken over EX assigned to investigate a former 
Z =e Re : YT 
my precinct. E NeP ) | colleague, and every time I get 
: close, you pull my resources, 

practically reducing me to a two 
man team. 
To top it all off, 


| you use 
th : = 
at language b& 
\ F 
i / Cf / 


f 


/ = LAMZ You know cussed well 
7" what I'm talking about! A person's 

| species does NOT affect the 
application of the law! He is a citizen 
with real concerns and we must look 
into it. He deserves our protection 


What's wrong with my 
language captain? 


Forgive me old friend, but F ; ‘ 
ere you Forget yourself. | You decide who lives and dies now? 


We are spread thin as it is. | So tell me sir, who died and 
T'd rather allocate our services tof made you God? 


y more deserving 
yo hh causes. 
r} 





He can. He did. 


I thought you 
were on probation? 


J LA ~~ — 
Emini's in danger sir! - 
He's counting on us, what do we do? | 4nd you!!! 
You are going to become his living | Where did 
\ shadow. I have to go lodge a she go??? 
complaint at mayor 
Laguardia's office, 
and then, 
T'tl join you. \ 





Someday you must tell 
me how you do that. 
N 


Why the long face? 


Al's gone. 
We had to 
ditch him. 


Cheer up little one. 
You can always get 
a new friend. 


Al had been getting in the way of business 
for weeks. He started upsetting the 
workers with his kraut talk. This morning, 
his outburst in front of Fin was 

the last straw. 


Al had been slowly cracking up ever 
since the war, so we gave him peace. 

He always liked watching the ships on the 
bay so that's where we “laid him to rest”. 


How will I replace his smile? 

His stories and skepticism? The way 
he used to stare at our colleagues like 
they have two heads? Who will eat 
desserts with me? 


You have to ask 
yourself,"What do 


T want ina partner 
and then don't 


settle for less. 
Pe 





Think about it! She'd be a banded 
AN ARMADILLO! | bandit! And we'd have to have 

Napoleon cakes to celebrate 

because they're so stripey. 


Why don't you go have one now? 
Two? 
Heh, sure. \ 


A — 
j wy 


——s 


Well enough. He definitely 
Jack's a good kid. Acts daft, asked bout th ect 
but is amazingly loyal and does more abou © projec 
impressive accounting work. as you suggested. Why am I 
Always aims to please too. watching him again? 


I 


You mentioned your 
meeting with Fin. 
How did that 90? 


Unofficially, I might be ; 
having an “Al problem”. 2 Shame. Anything I can do to 
It's too soon to help your investigation along? 





I need to know how Fin 
feels about our mission. 
What does he really want? 


Jack included? 
I don't believe that. 


You wouldn't believe 
what he'd do for a 


klondike bar either. » 


“wenn 


Smee } 


We're going to Ohio 


What do all guys in 
our business want? 
Money and Power. 


It's a tiny ice cream treat from Ohio. 
You remember Screwy, my old driver? 
He took the wrong route to Cleveland. 
He's lucky I didn't shoot him on the 
spot. Anyways, while we looked at the 
map, Jack discovered them. Wouldn't 
stop talking 
about them 


DARAAARAAAW! 


Next time we go, I promise 
we'll spend an extra couple 
of days there, ok? 





HA HA! How do you get 
any work done with so 
much cuteness around? 


He was interested in next week's 
shipment. Could he come down and 
watch us all in action? He was also 
interested in my accounting methods. 
Said he might want to be one himself 


pe“ someday. 


Sounds like you need demonstratable 


proof of loyalty Plain faced an in front | 


OF you. Have Fin kill someone he has a 
connection to. Justifiable homicide of 
course. If he sees your way is the only 
way and complies with little fuss, you 
have nothing to worry about. 
~ 4 


He didn't kill that 


~ 


dog detective. 


| It's not easy let me tell you. 


But like I was telling Fin in 

that cut scene, you just gotta 

remember what's important 

and knuckle down. You'll make it. 
What did 


| Fin, a desk man? 

| I don't believe that for a second. 
Our reporter wants to 
know more. I suppose 


that's natural. } 
Maybe. 
“a 7 —* 


No no no. Too close to the 
heart. I doubt even your Lucky 
could pull that off. That job 

is best left to an outsider. 


Like your toady? 
Ve 
| » 





No matter. Your services have 
been invaluable elsewhere. 
Speaking of which, are you 
ready to roll out our next 
shipment? 


I thought you might need one. 
I made sure they added a dragonfly 
jam layer just for you! Funny thing. 
When there's a jam layer, they stop 
calling it a Napoleon. Novy it's a 
Bavarian Slice. 
With a Hercules beetle too! 


Your favourite! 


I always wanted to have 
a summer wedding. 


You two are going to get 
kicked out. It's not a 
stray bar you know. 


The boat is set to come in Monday 
around dinner time. We'll start 
loading immediately My men 

are ready to do doubletime. 


Just how long have you 
two been married? 

You simply must tell me 
when your anniversary is. 


Can I still keep all the presents? 
You can have the toaster, 
but I get to keep the yacht. 


HA! You guys are the best! 
se fn ~ 





I don't care how many figures 
are in the room, 
t! 


Look, it's well off hte path, and 


for someone to say they've seen | 


us here, implicates them as well. 
And if you're suggesting that one 
of our own would turn on us... 


Quit pulling! 
Well quit 
dragging then! 


Still hiding out, remember? 
Why are we in a stray bar 
anyways’ It's not safe here! 


It's safe enough 
for a couple 


Now, let's 
(Gi go get 
f / i 
bs @ something 
g f | — dapper from 
[the cloak 


Ralph, you ol’ walking carpet! I haven't 
seen you in ages. How are things? 


Exciting as ever Millie, how's about 
a drink for me and my guest? 





Honey, we live on the knife's edge. 
I want to look my best no matter 


Why won't you even try to 


relax’? We're won't be here long. what comes my way. Why someday, 
my funeral will be fabulous! 
\ ys 4nd you had us y 


3 get changed for 


“ —\\ that? 
\ wae ¥ S 


T'd like to avoid my Funeral, 


[ee 


You mangy cur!!! To think = | 4bbigail! What a nice surprise! 
you have the NERVE to | Don't change the 
show your | face in here again. Subject, you hussy!!t) // Now I get why 


you didn't want 
Not helping. 


Give me one good reason as to why | You'd get me arrested as well, 
I shouldn't call the nearest police and I did nothing to deserve 
officer and toss you at them. | this dog's fate. Fauld toss her out 
ONE. the nearest window. 
Too messy, and again, 
we'd all be in trouble. 





And why do I care about you? 


You don't, but you do 
care about yourself. 


Why would you wear your own? 
4s a reminder to my ex, should I see 
him again, just what he's got coming. 

And you're 
telling me 


You and I both know the only thing that 
kind of false control can get you is life 
behind bars or a quick drop at the 
gallows. Tell me, is that jerk really 
worth losing all — 

good in : ct 
this world? d 
Is any jerk 
worth that? 


By myself. 


fre you threatening me? G 
Trying to scare me, 

by wearing another 

person's fur? 


Oh no darling, check 
the pile. That's fake —‘ 
dog there 


Darling, it's more fun to live well. It 
messes with their heads, and you'll be 


thappier too! IF that fool couldn't treat 


you right, then she doesn't deserve you. 
And none of this “she belongs to me” 


Noss honey, are you here alone, 
or with someone? / 


You must let 
me introduce 
you to my 4 
darling Clara. 7 
Dog, STAY._ | 





You had better have a cussed fine 
explanation for yourself before 
I defenestrate you myself. 


Over a bad 
breakup? 
/ 


abide by someone hurting my friends 
and family so they can hide under the 
guise of looking “normal”. 

What's worse, 

I bet you did it 

because you were 

jealous that we 

try to be happy 

as we are. 

AND 

YOU 

WON'T. 


¢ 


Not that, you cad. I hear your 
precinct lead raids on this bar. 
While you were STILL on the 
force, and a patron here. 

Did you rat us out? 


Ralph, you big dope, let Pup go. 


| You got the facts all wrong. 





Listening intently. 


Past interactions with the police 

were hard for sure. find it's only | 
gotten harder since then. @ 

Ask yourself this though, 

do you know how many 

actual arrests were made 

in the summer and Fall 


This cad here, made sure that I got 
a heads up call anytime she heard a 
raid was coming. Later on when she 
could, she and then Lieutenant Pekin 
led the raids. Those “arrests” 
b= ~~ “—~ consisted of giving us 
‘astern talking to 
over our choices 
in alcohol. 


I don't get it. IF you were so helpful, 
why did you stop? Why leave us to 
the wolves? 


———p 


>, Pekin transferred 
to be Captain 
Od ‘ at a neighboring 

” , a \precinct. 


\Where he is today. 


No, that was ages ago. 


Being the propietor of this establishment, 
my memory is pretty long. And of 
course, I took excellent notes over 

the years, in case I needed them. 

How do you think = =~ a ™ 

this place survived 

Prohibition? = n 


By the way Pup, you're still 
| wrong. Pickwick will always 
be the best. ‘ 


Those next couple of weeks were hell. 


| I learned that the law only ever had as 

| much decency as the person administering 
| it. Pekin was never so self righteous as to 
| persecute people for being, under some 


false pretense of “morality”. Naptha was. 





I went on one of his raids to try 

and control it. That... went poorly 

I couldn't help everyone escape. 

Too many officers. Abigail and many 
others got caught. 
Millie got hurt pretty badly A 


I blame the folks 
\ 291". 


Here's a short one for your nerves. 

I can't, I'm going to need a 

clear head tonight. 
I know hashish would better for 
you, but it's a bit too hard to get. 
Now take your medicine. 


Lucky's place was mob 
controlled. Probably still is. 


A vgiie 


You're very dear and good to me, 
| Millie. I never forgave myself. 
| I couldn't face this place after I 
| helped wreck it. Funnily enough, 
I met Lucky during that raid. 
She escaped. I started helping 
_ patrons find her 
} , place as a safer 
jm alternative. 
I had no idea. 


WELL COME ON, DON'T LEAVE 


| & DOG HANGING!!! 


What the cuss was wrong with 


| Lucky's place??? 


LX aa 


Every little assistance she gave came with 
a price. Only a little sliver of your soul. 
B But how much soul has one got to give? 


Do you like my new dress? 
It's perfect 
darling. 
It sparkles { 


i\ like you do. 





Has Naptha approved your 

transfer request yet? 
No. He's made it abundantly 
clear that I won't be St ae 


Not many people in the community like 
or respect him. He got to that rank 
only by scratching the right backs. 

It'd be easy to simply, misplace him. 
Misplace? 

Lucky, I can't condone... 


I'm not talking 
murder, 
> you silly dog. 
I know you'd 
never let me. 


Well, he seems to have his hands 
in many pies. All I'm going 
to do is deliver the details to 
the appropriate audience. 
4ind maybe give it a little help 
to be sure. 

What do you need 

from me? 


We could get rid of him you know. 


| \ rt wouldn't 
be hard. 


Naptha is dangerous to our community 
They call him the Reign of Fire. 


| We'd all be safer and better of f without 


him ham handedly destroying lives in his 


petty €90 games. 


i 


Pity 


What... what would 


rs 


That's my girl. I need you to keep 


| the other officers busy and out 

| OF my hair for the next few days. 

| You know all my territories. 

| This is for the good of the community 


You'll keep them clear? 





Events "for the good of community’ 
kept cropping up until one day.... 
oH EG #&é& 
You're a real jerk, you 
) know that? 


Stop right there. You convinced 
your self. Lucky may have told 
you what she thought was right, / 
but she didn't force YOU 

to go against the law. 

That's on you. 


Like you've 
never bent 


the law before. | 


She's not your friend, not your saviour. 


She's only looking out for number one. | 


What happens now? 


Now you get out 
of my sight. 4 


Why'd you do it kid? 
| You know better than this! 


convinced 
me I was 
doing the 
right thing. 


The law is WRONG when it denies 
the basic rights intended for all 
|people. The law is right when 
j it blocks one group from 
i harming another. 


You Screwed Up. _ y 
N) 


There isn't technically enough to make 
anything stick to you. You'll never be able 
to serve again though. No precinct would 
touch you with a ten foot pole, not that 


| I'd let them. 





And don't go thinking this is going to 
happen this way again. If I EVER 
catch you up to no good again, I'm 
going to nail you to the wall so hard, 


people will think you are a church sign. | 


Everyone here too I imagine. 

I'm lucky they don't shoot me now. 
Don't worry about Abbi and 
the others. I'll work on them. 
You take care of your mess, 


and proving your innocence > 
to the Captain. : 


Seems impossible. 


Hooray I'm dead! 


So that's it then? \ 


, Unless you can get 
your dog cussed 
head out of your 

tail end, yes. 


wt > 
CSS 


better 
from you. 


up my act and starting my detective 
agency before I could work with 
Pekin again. X AS 

Bet he thinks the BEST 

about you right now. 


Hey now. 


You're right. There's no 
time for negativity 

We need to come 

up with a plan. 

















I called the Twelfth Street Gang. 
They're ready to back us up for 
UNEEDA-FIX | a couple dozen crullers. 
Tipm = am | You shouldn't... 

No, you shouldn't 

face this alone. {(/ 

We'll be there. 

Lf NS 


I think I'll miss your hugs most om the by, there's a Fellow over there 
of all, when I'm dead and gone. | who's been wniting For you all day 
There's nothin’ but hugs in heaven, He keeps creepily watching everyone. 
man... And what's all this talk about |) Should we be worried? 
death, eh? Anyone tries to hurt you, 
and I'll tae their faces! 


Hapless, , 
hopeless... 
> No, Jim's 





Til go find out what he wants. : Howdy! I'm a traveling flour 
You take core of your customers, | salesman and I 
you big softie. Be nice or I won't} My name is 
save you a fritter. | | Before you go any further, Hlondra, 
P y, I own this place 
| read this Yes, REALLY. 
No, there is 


> You're a panda... 

: Yes. I'ma panda. That didn't fit on my 

¥ placard. And while we're at it, I don't have _ 
eye patches, because my momma doesn't 

“ either. Now are you gonna sell your flour 
or aintcha? i ie tee cet SS 4 


A “‘ 


¢ ‘ : i ‘ 4 
~ Yes sir! Ma'am! = - 


One lone guy doing his best tobe =f ; ey ; 
inconspicuous, while sticking out | brought it up with his superiors, 
with a vibe that screams either | he got fired. 


cop or creeper... T'd say that I'm 
You're all there is, aren't you. surprised, but 


I'm far from it. 





Why aren't you surprised? 


While I'd tell anyone that 

I am an optimist, I do have 

a firm grip on reality too.’ / 
I've made my peace. 


We won't be alone. The Twelfth 
Street Gang is willing to bad, 


should it get ugly I wish I could | 


say I'm relieved, but really, I'm 
worried they're going to get hurt. 
I don't want 


NO WAY! Our Mayor's been clearing 
up this town! He'll back the Captain 
and we'll bring the full blue fury of the 
force down on these conspirators!!! 


| The Captain has gone to see the Mayor 

| about his dismissal. Until he gets here, 

I am to be your 
living shadow. 


Awful tall to 


\ | be my shadow. 


| The Captain won't let it happen! 


from higher up. What if 
the Mayor's behind this? 


Jim, you and I both agree 
the Captain's being blocked 
What if we're trapped? 


I think I love you, you silly penguin. 


| You are the worst at being subtle 


or hidden. Sorr 


|| Let me get you a coffee, and we'll 


try to work on your undercover 
technique for next time, ok? 





4nd the look on that stupid turtle's 
face when I told him he was going 
to jail anyways... OH MAN! 


Worthy of an Oscar! | 


\ I would have liked a picture of it, 
but T'll settle for the eventual 
NN ae 
newspaper 


Deal 


Do ya see how much more satisfying 


Oh boy do I ever! 


T had no idea! Hey! Listen! 


- 


The big boss uses Quinlan for 
people he wants warned, or worse. 
What did you do? 


I don't know. 
T wouldn't put stock in this. 


aS 


Quinlan has picked off a few 


\ ae before without 


orders. 


jup river! Please??? 


| Puh-leeeeeeease tell me we have a few 
| more, hoity toity "better than thou, 


peasant!”, types to rough up and send 


T won't know til 


in. I hope 
so, though. 


| Wanted for questioning in an ongoing 
it is when you don't eat people outright?) 
| teporter. Contact Detective Quinlan 


murder investigation, Fin Bullpen, 


if you spot him. DO NOT APPROACH. 


| Suspect could be dangerous. 


[Youll see! We'll check in and Pretty 
| Boy will say, "No, it's all some big 


misunderstanding.” He'll even send 


isomeone out to Quinlan straight. 





Let's go get this whole thing 
sorted out! 


10th precinct, 
how may I help you? 





~ When do you aoe him to return? — 
. Vuvry 


I'm calling For Sot. Kilgallen. 
Is he there? 


‘a i 


~~ SS 1 7 FT Well now, I really couldn't say. 
"Not tonight, sir. . ~} Jim went undercover on the docks 


Say, who is this anyways? 


The docks? You don't say Did he | 

mention who he's working with, i, 

by chance? / | > Emilio Alcalde. ~ 
Now ipa ipa ™ Y 
thet 5 confidential 


ev Pop FY, 


Ooooh! Emilio! The partiad | You must have made quite — 
cnet of the Flame-Mingo, _the impression on rH, - 
right? Jim said you might call. |, yy, ly : 
He also told me to make sure I | i 
got any messages from you right Why do you say that? 





. For him to blush like that, and 

+ change the subject so quickly.. If ‘ ae 
bet you're quite the handsome devil! | desk til my shift is aes 

ae ss _ ~~ | How serious is this message? 
Reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeececeeally. 


- | Listen, I can't leave my 


It 1 ‘ \ 


= 


| Now, don't go telling anyone I told _ 
| you anything here, 





| Morals are slipping and God knows it. 
He knows it, and he is FURIOUS! 

| And why? Because we allow, and 
are now “tolerant” of the CATS. 


EVIL! 
Evil has befallen 
this land! 


Maybe some of you recall the Taking good steelworker's jobs, 
Great Galveston Storm of 1900? flaunting their fluffy little butts in 
' ! 

Galveston was a hotbed of feline hh sa eae oar aaa 
vitul H bout the Great It's no wonder that God said, 

activity: How abou | "ENOUGHI", and wiped them clean. 

St. Patrick's day Flood in Pittsburgh, | 

two years ago. Cats had been 

infiltrating there for a long time. 


I take no great pleasure 
in telling you friends, if 
we don't act nov..... 


4n even greater disaster 
will befall us all. 





It won't be easy friends, as they are 
everywhere. They work with us. 
They are teaching 

in our schools. 

They live in the 


| Hey kid, what are you doing? 


AAAH! T...uh 
Don't listen to that guy 
He's full of more carp 
than you or I will ever be. 


same buildings 
that we do! 


iFrilled lizards svaffle and pufF like that 

jwhen they're terrified. Te he scared bf cats? 
Not really He's more scared that 
God will come down and punish 
everyone indiscriminately 
because of one bad person. 
Like a drunken father with a belt. 


Look at him, hollering on a corner. 
Screaming about his superiority, 

as if that will keep him safe from Ny 
every bad thing in the world. 


Huh? He's scared, kid. 


Not unless you truly 
believe God is stupid, 
careless, or lazy. 





A 


I'm impressed you could 
hear me from your pedastal. 


to me, and I 
speak for him! 


Cause God can't speak 
to the rest of us? 
NO! You won't listen! 


I would expect as much 
from you. You're one 
of the evil ones! 

Last I heard, God said go forth) 


and do good in his name. 
Did I miss the part where he 


the people you 
on't understand? | 


I'm evil? Now, before you go | * reptile marked us all with 

quoting where all the cats have i | Original sin, but hey, cats are bad. 

screwed up in the scripture, 

let me remind you that | Ro ee See, noel the 

it was a reptile who | 

gave Steve that apple. Veah. 
\ 


word is getting twisted!?!? 


Don't you? 
\ 





WHAT. You're changing the subject! 


There is no one species 

that is the source of all | No, I'm getting to the 
wrong doing in the | heart of the matter. 
book. We all mess up, 

and we're still here. 


Reptiles are “better”, People choose bad behaviours! 
yet God continues 


to make more cats. g dre you seriously 
You do concede 


that God does not | [ic | suggesting I chose 
make mistakes, @ +n | to become a cat? 


My good people, I offer you something | What about the big 
to continue to think about over time. | disasters out there? 
All of us, in our various formats, keep | 
being made. Since God doesn't scew up 
like we do, there must be a lesson plan 
here for everyone. The fact that we 


continue to live here on \ an 

this planet as an animal be = 

kingdom, supports that.“ 7 
, 


Therefore, we all must 
belong here. (Noy 


They just h ; 
ey ju Phere 





| God gave us the smarts to deal with 
Think about it. =] disasters that happen. To survive, and 


Storms exist whether es sil survive. ~ 
se notine dé. We only | The real measure of our people is not 


‘ how hard we that bad things won't 
experience these once ard we pray that bad things won 


we live in their path. smarts to help each other face these 
problems. To become true siblings 
| OF the world. : 


Otherwise, if God were the vengeful one 
that this guy speaks of, we'd have all died 
long ago. It's not like God would forget 
our misdeeds, or have poor aim. 4nd it's 
not like we can lie about, or hide who we are. 


And on that final | 


day, as we face his 
judgement, 

he will judge us by 

our own deeds. 

Not by anyone elses’ 
existence. It's between 
him and the 

individual person. 


We must 
teach... 





| Matthew 10:14, preacher. 

| We don't want your 

| message. Shake it of f 
and move on. 


Enough. You aren't teaching 
or leading. You are only 


} 
=] Say kid, do you happen to 
| know where 106 west 69th 
| street is? I'm all turned 





My dear, as ever, you are the 
There you are. very vision of loveliness. 


Welcome back! What can I M ae 
: aybe pretty boy is right. 
get for you today! Well, he's been Perhaps I am a bit too predictable. 


bad, so... 


Say no more! 
Coming right up!!! ry) 


\y-—-y, 3° 
a ae 


gene 
meee 


My dear, 
are you 
blushing? 





What makes you think there's 
Alright, what's on something on my mind? 


Te 
- You're 
~ fidgeting. 
pe ge A 


your mind? 


You're going to make me 
start guessing, aren't you? 


ies 

| ~ I'm worried , 
| - that you'll 
. disapprove 
of what I 





Darling, how well do you know Detective 
S.G. Puppy? You know Fin well, surely 
you've met one of his closest contacts? 


We were together for a while, 

years ago. Until she proved to 

be far too much of a liability 
Why? 


~ You aren't Furious? 
And I think aie being stupid. 
</ 
sn ERay 
wae" 


; Whether or not you've noticed, 
Cost, darling. Fin is a valuable player for you, 
Everything is and he gives a darn. 
measurable in cost. He's already defied you once. 


yee RY 
ey ww 


A 





How is this cost? 


IF you're so good at 
this, why don't you tell 
me what you would do 
to reach our goals? 


You really need me to explain 
how spending Pup, costs you Fin? 
Tell me again, how did you 

rise to power? 


é Wel lu ~ I'd pick easy targets and 
incremental goals, while ensuring my 
lackey's loyalties, using the principles 
of "Enough". I'd also discredit 

2 anyone who 


got in my way. 


The first concept that all leaders 
must grasp, is that they are mortal. 
Not only can you not take it all with 
you, but it all will be taken from you 
eventually 

The real question here is, “How do 
I want this power to be removed?". 





Do I die comfortably, well cared | Naturally, I choose comfort. 
for, and beloved? Or do I die, | That first concept out of 
stabbed in the face by my own the way, how does one obtain 
people, or lynched with those said comforts? The answer 
same people, by an angry mob? here tealen simple. 

Give your people 


| enough. 


4 7] 


~ Enough for th ray rete ee | It's not so large of an amount 


~ Enough for their families. = to invest either, considering 
~ Enough for their health. | the return you'll get. 


> Enough to live their lives. . Reeple she haco:«:fall Ure: te 
‘ protect, and know that you 


provide this full life, will defend 
you like their own. They have 
everything in the world to lose. 
That makes them fierce. 


4 person who has little 
to lose, can be unruly, 
even desperate. If you : nothing left to lose, 
continue to take from the | becomes invincible. 
desperate, eventually, they|ll 

have nothing left to lose. 


4 person with 





Ss But they ae die. 2 They don't care to preserve their 
lives anymore, and with precision, 
attempt to execute their plans. 
Yes, and they don't care. And since it's near impossible to 
see these people when they start 
brewing, it's best not to start them. 
In short, give them their lives. 


¢ a Ny . ON 


ind where is your 
"enough", Lucky? 


Leave Pup alone to sort 
out her own disgrace. 


Why? Do you still love her? Not at all. I simply do not 


Perhaps, even more that me? need a riot or two in my 
territories. Cost, dear. 


It's all about cost. 
Now tell me, how much is 
that “enforcer” of yours 
going to cost you? 





=5cReee= 


- Hey, I'm walking here! ~ | 


Emilioo000000000000. | ... 
“OK, now I'm | Hello Emilio. 


starting to get..... : Let's have a 
little chat. 
XX 





=CLACK cLAcK CLACKé 


Can't we go for a coffee 
instead? I know this 
<A, darling little place. 


man alone, 
or I'll call 
the police! 


I 4M the police. 
ind you are? 


Y 
Where did you 
think you 
were going? 





It seems be ey Something you 


\| haven't seen fit 
.') to share. 


=| You're breaking my heart. 


Hold on a minute. 
You want to talk, 
let's talk! 

\ 


You've made new friends. What do you want with the 
What's the matter? penguin? What's Lucky's game? 


ae 2] 
Don't like your old pals anymore? | Tdont babes, “Shenever tellene, 





Does she know about you! T could tell Lucky how you reported 
How you used to report to me? | on some of her customers to me. 
. How I had to discipline them 
That was before a : ctp : 
+ kngaitshat -“G>», | Do you think she'll trust 
J you ever again, 
‘4 | knowing she could 
Think thal / ¢ 3 y A 
matter to her? — XY 4 be next ia  ~— 2A « 


Ss 
\ <r 1 x 
} “GB P 


} You unhand him this minute, 
She'll trust her guts, and cut you brutell 


you loose, you spineless worm. = opel 
You are useless. 4 throwaway. 


gort** 


a 
VW . 
Ye 
8 \ 
\ 
\ °/\ 


What. The. Cuss. | I don't like this, but you're 
Greeeeeeereeeeeeereeer! jforcing me to get / 
Do me a favour kid SERIOUS! 


1) —_— 


scram. Before 
I make wallpaper 


4 


paste out of you. ~ 4 
sii 





EAT HOT DISTAL Pew Pew Pew 
< PHALANGES, COPPER! e Pew Pew 
j | Pew Pew Pew 
ey Trecste \ 


{ 
iN fl 


What are you doing? | Pew Pew Pew Pew! 
I'm distracting you! 








Despite orders, you 
deliberately published a 


disparaging article against | 


the International 
Eugenics Congress. 
AND! Rumor has 
it that you are 
aiding and abetting 


Still have nothing to 
say for yourselves? 


T don't understand. 


here, is regularly 
in touch with 
said fugitive. 





Now. We can forget about this whole 
thing... IF. 
You promise to be very nice 
in your future publications. 


i 
oan 


4 
a 
ES 


4nd then you tell us where Pup has been 
hiding out. You play nice, 

and we'll play nice too. 

Send a looooot of 

business your way | \ 


Go... ahead Jerry 7coucn: 
Tell them all exactly 


where to go. = 
=COUGH % 





Now, now. Killing them 

— before Fin gets here 
won't give us what we 
want, now will it? 


It's not like you to lose aa 
temper, Pretty Boy 
AN —e 


Take a nice, deep, 
slow breath. 
In and out. 


Let's have a little drink 
while we wait for 

the boys to report in. 
How does that sound? 


/ 


BE Nee 
See 





That sounds like a great idea Eddie! 

Mickey's not only has great drinks, 

it also serves food late into the night! 
Honestly, how do you eat 
so much and not hibernate? 


Snakes don't hibernate, 
that's a myth. 
Ua ees, 


Oh yeah, wiseguy? 
Yeah! Right after 


shift ends! 
\ Masher. 
\ 


| Your password | 
| is acceptable, 


and Henry, you're buying. | 


Woo woo! You're buying 
again! Sucker!!! 


You're just jealous 
that Marjorie 


likes me better! 





Welcome. 
We've been 
expecting you. 


They're no one. 
dren't they, Fin? 


Wait a minute. You 
Guys, let me do the report. 
Go get us a seat at 4nd I expect a drambuie 


Mickey's, and take and a side car. Now git! 
Marjorie with you now. 





Alright now, 
what did they do? 


— 
i( 


7 
vl 


Ys 


4s if you 
didn't know. 


So you deny any 
wrong doing? 





CRIN KLE < SWADé| Theyre your pets. Do you think 
4 ¢ \ | they've learned their lessons yet? 
So what's the problem? 


Looks like you beat 


some Sense into them. 


Fin!? What's going on over there? 
y T can't see! 


Fin.. SCOUGH* ...who.....are they? 
~ Why... = COUGH? 


Listen buddy, we have worked far 

too hard for you to louse this up. / 

I wus willing to let it slide, J q 

but too much happened now, ia f j 
f 


$0 give it to me straight. 
7 





Sure, sure. You want to 
know where I stand. 
I'm no dope. 


You want me to tell you I'm loyal? 
Ok. But first, you gotta answer 
me this. Why did you send 
Quinlan after me? 


He caught a sudden and 
unfortunate case of insanity. 


wor 
x \) ef ao 


F He should be here within the hour. 


Want to talk to him about this? 
fant to talk to him about this No thanks. 


Will he stay under control? 
4 


If he wants to continue to 
be employed with us, yes. | 





Wait for orders though. 
We don't need any more 
rogue behaviour. 


We're pals, right? | 


Right. Pals look after 


sie 


if 
| @ } 


FIN! YOU LEAVE HIM 
ALONE, YOU TRAITOR!!! | 


Fin!? Where are you going? 
What do you want with Pete??? 


Then be a pal. 

Listen to everything 

I say, and don't screw up. 
Got it??? 


Stay in line, and don't write 
anything unless I tell you to. 
Do that, and all will be well. 





Step outta line... 


Now, — here, can't keep his mouth shut, 
even when his life depends on it. 

You remember that business with the 
Barkers in ‘35? Your yap almost got me 
killed. < 


YOU SHOULD HAVE DIED. 


YOU SCUM! 


4nd you'll 
end up like 
Jerry 


over here. 


/>G@ACK~2 


| This is what happens 
| to people who 


just can't — 


shut up. 


our progress 
reports... 





Is that really the most 

inconspicuous hat you have? 

| Said the dog dressed like a bird on the run. 
Listen lady, I am a six foot two, bulky, 

I do not want a broad dog, with gleaming white Fur. 

cease and desist on P There is no hiding 

my desk in the morning. Z “~Y Z. for me. 

‘ Keep moving. | 


Did you hear that? It was like a voice | 
suddenly cried out in terror... 


NO. Stop there. 


| Get down! What do you 
think you're gonna do? 
Sass their bullets 
into submission? 


I'm here for my boss. 
SYA She said to keep your 
> 2 tail out of danger. 
\/~ She also said, 
"Good luck with that!”. 


Say, did you hear 
something up there? 


Ok, Til be 
fi back shortly. 


No, but you should 

check it out all the — Shoot shoot shoot, 
same. The boss said, | / but don't shoot! 
"No screwups tonight.” 





Anything up there? 
What do you see? 


Take Lenny and Squiggy up to the loft. 
I want to know what happened to Dorothy 


She's right there. 


DAH! How? So fast! What? | 


It's ok Julian, it was just 
mice making that noise. 


Dorothy, talk to me! 
What do you see!? 


—ETHEL!! 


| Jack sent us. 
| We heard you had work? 


Oh sure, the labor crew! Yeah. 
Toke your boys out back here. 
Do a good job tonight, and 
we'll call you again. We gotta 
move all this Freight 


GER to the harbor 


tonight. 





It didn't start out this way |} rise in separatism there. 
T noticed odd patterns 
happening in the world. 


4, "We are better than you", here. 

4, "My god would take care of you if 
you were a true believer, but since you 
aren't, you can go die now’, over there. 
Really stupid shit. 


But it grew to such 
numbers, it was getting 
to be dangerous. 


Like this one frog, hoarding so that 
many other frogs couldn't eat. 
When the hungry frogs got mad and 
threatened revenge, the hoarder frog 
blamed it all on the stranger in the 
room. Those hungry dopes believed 
him. 

That poor stranger. 

Never saw them coming. 


A 


J 
ye 


So many more people appeared 
to believe that if the “other” 
was just dead and gone, 

all our troubles would be solved. 
And a lot of the new trouble 
was made up at that. 


I started seeing larger amounts of 
this in the states. Suits who hired 
guns to force citizens into labor. 
People prevented from exercising 
their constitutional rights by their 
own government. 


All in the name of, 
"We were born 
better than you.” 





Don't believe me? That was bad enough. 
Look up Buck vs Bell 1927. | Suddenly Germany, which was 
I was a junior reporter at the crippled after the Great War, was on 
time, stuck watching these sickos) the move. I had been on site some 
mutilate our own... years ago, reporting about post war 
but powerless to stop them. a iife in the Weimar Republic. 
Was this the America Pomolevuses Staviin 

P 9 

to death. 


Mothers pushed wheelbarrows 4 lot of steel and other goods were 
full of worthless money to a coming in. Not to their own people 
store in the hope of buying a though. 

loaf of bread. Gut the railways | 

were being built, full steam. 


How? Who??? 


During the war, I fought so | In my youthful naivete I thought, 


surely no one would ever want to 


hard to prevent this madness aN 
d P ” madn see these horrors of war ever again. ~ \Hi 


from ever happening again. 


i) 
4 





I would look for the North Star every evening. I'm not even sure it 
was the right one. Didn't matter. I counted on it anyways. 

Guide me home. Help me through this. Help me not to go too far. 
Help me to refrain from becoming the monstrosities that I've seen. 
That have touched me. 


I know that I've done what 

T've done for the right 

reasons. To stop the It's as faint as can be in 
madness from restarting. New York City, but in these 


To find the heart dark alleys, I can still see it. 


of this hydra and slay it 
once and for all. My North Star. 


Why, you lost 
or something? 





I ums starting to get worried 
that I squeezed you too hard 
when I popped my knuckle. 


Fin, what the cuss have you 
gotten yourself into? 


T should have made you | 
worry a bit longer, 


There's no time to explain. 
You're going to have to trust 
me and do as I Say 


Why not? What's one more 
: aaah 


Go to my house tonight. 
I'm changing the locks by am 
tomorrow. Go to my closet. 


Can I be the one to Seales you 
the next 90 around? 


: Har Har, funny boy You only get 


to do that once in our careers 
together, and you already had 
the pleasure. 
p Now listen carefully 


| There's some loose floorboards 
: under the throw rug. Use the 
' crowbar. Under the boards are 


two boxes. One is for you, 
the other is for Pup. 


| They're marked as such. 





I want you to take them both. | Colossal. I hope to get to read 
Tomorrow around nine in the morning, | your big break all over the national 
I want you to collect Pete and head | papers sometime soon too. 

south to Pennsylvania. Contacts and | For now though, I need you two 
instructions are in your box. | to get to safety 


This is a 


big one, ng RN 
ain't it ye 


After all, dead Frogs tell no tales! | There's a few more 
Heh...yeah. I guess you're | loose ends to tie up first. 
right. Why are you staying? =f Some stuff I gotta do. 
You look like you're in an 
awful jam. One wrong move... 


Now oat going is going aT 


you' re caught! 


=< Hove} 


Please, don't let him 
make my mistakes... 








You're late. —__ 
Had to tie off a loose end. 


What's the matter Pretty Boy? No, you're getting careless. 


Getting squeamish? 


Afraid T'l get caught? 
I am the law, you know. SS 


Stay in line. Only kill or maim 
the people I tell you to, 
and stay away from Fin. 

Why do you care about 

my methods now? ; 


If I can't count on you, I won't 
7deal with you. Simple as that. 
Shape up, or you're terminated. 





i: > AUF = : ay, a re you insane? Despite what your 
spurFes wy / | ) | Folks have told you, I don't think a 
pe : Ve dog has ever caught a 
speeding automobile. 
Why didn't we 
| Follow them 
in a taxi? 


Like a cab would stop out 
here in this neighborhood. 
Well how are we going to 
find out where they went now 
bright eyes? \ 
They're headed 
to pier 11. 


I swear, if you were 
any more like 

my boss... 

You two were made 
for each other. 





re you going to tell him? 
Lucky might be right. 
I'm in such 
a position. 


When folks tell us that something's 
not possible, or, “You can't do 
that!”, often, they're telling you, 

"I can't do that, therefore I won't 
let you either.” 


Sometimes it's not even their can't. 


It's their pple 


4 BB 
awha a 


Ya know, for a 
detective, you sure 
lack in imagination. 


There's plenty worse Kite. BE 





he could do. ~ And you lack in 
Legally too. === observation skills. 


=e! Have you ever 
observed Jim? 
_ He's caring, kind and 
LQ community oriented. 
mi ~ So are some | 


, other “angels”. 


Maybe Lucky can't see past 
the end of her own nose. 


See for 
yourself! 
Worst Jim can 
do is say, No.” 


My point is, observe HIM. 
@ Obseeeeeeeeeeerve. 


y 


Captain Kitt? Fail to 
observe that counter 





How's it coming 
down there? , 


K couple more & =¢ 
are coming in = — 4 
tonight after this. 


chemistry’, ring a bell? 


your help though, and =. | a Impressive! \ 
; - f/ 


the profits of course, |B 


| Z 
dnd that's | 2 


Who else is = \ \I_ only one 
involved, if I 


1 
\ 


of our — \ 
supporters. ; 


I thought it nas illegal to deal in arms | My fri en ds, com p ani es 
there? Something about a treaty we helped 
craft... I need more reassurance. | and banks are the 


7 I don't want the government. They can't 
government | . 
seizing all of fj punish us all, we run them. 
my assets. How could we lose? 





Pete, I fear you've always 

hated me for waking you 

up too early, or dragging 

you through all nighters 
I, 





Forgive me. 





Seems like 
everyone is 
saying that to me. 


You haven't 
got any ~ 


It's not good. You've made some 
powerful enemies. Enemies who 
right put aside their differences | 


Nothing new though? 

No hits ordered? 

| 1 

Only one on the docks. 
Nothing of note. 

\e Can - ager you the usual? 


Which one? 


Doesn't matter. 


Tou used it all up. — 
So I've heard. 


| How bad is the 


word on your street’ 


| No Tara. I'm in need of a good think 


and a good drink. 
T'll_ go heat some chili. 
You're going to need to be 
able to walk out of here on] 


° ee 
lin 
A 
. he / 


aw Sa ay ual esi 





I ought to come around for | I work hard for my money 
your chili more often. What's not honest? 


You ought to. | You're the only hen I 
/ a 


| J know who runs a cathouse.il 
Why don't you turn this place into an 


eatery? Make an honest place of it, |/| [There's no shame in it. je 
and of you? >’ ~— iJ work hard. f 
4 A Aren't you 
afraid of 
the cops? 


Darling, you are the cops. tnd not 

just you, but so many like you. 

No, in this case, the ruling law is 

stupid. find someday it, and all of 

the false morality that props it up, — 

will crumble. I know I'm right Tara. 
Fin is a danger to our 
operations. I smell it! 


But that's not what you're really talking 
about, is it? You are asking for 
something else. Permission? 


4nd you'd bet your life || As long as Fin comes with me. 

on your sense 0 £ smell? You said there was a hit? Who is it? 
The delivery man from 
Ineedafix. Why? pe 


He always does. T think 1 could murder 
A a donut right about now. 


Once I prove it, the 
boss will Forgive me. 


Maybe not this time. 
You're already on 

the thinnest ice 

I've ever seen. 

You step out this a 
time, and youre 
likely to fall in. 





Tt's a mistaaaaake. 
| Operator, would you connect 


Tara, enough. me to Ineedafix? I'll wait. 


Ineedafix! 
How can I help you? | Well, yes... I understand... 


Mhmmmm. Pier 15. 
dt this time 
of night? 


Alrighty No, it won't be a problem, | Thank you! 
just a bit of a wait. Boyecesse! 
T'll have to make a few fresh 

batches. Can't do anything 

small out here you know. 


You will? Thank you! T'll send my Operator, give me 299 west 12th street. 
delivery guy around in about thirty | p/iy<7 
minutes. i Tell the boys, [ 
( e : it's time i; e= A 
earn those \ 
baker's dozens. 





Alright, what's next on their 
task list... Oh no. 
How are you going to pull this 
one off, Fin? 
Lo He won't go into 


hiding, and he'll | 


never be quiet. 


| glad for the chase. 

It'll help keep me alone 
for awhile. Hopefully 
long enough to think. 





Stop here 
please. 


Whoa bud dy Way too much No, I don't play the "I keep you in 
‘ ‘ A the dark and you follow my lead” 
going on to just waltz on in. 


game. What are we grabbing and how? 
What are we here for exactly’ | | Anything pertinent that you 


4nd wh ctive's 

secretary would I be without one? 
Things are looking up! OK, you sweep ‘Alright, let' 
the area, and I'll get to the offices. rignt, lets go. 
We should plan to Good luck Ralph, 
meet up offsite 2S and don't get caught. 
afterwards. Keep it aa 
safe and simple. 





J It's good to hear your voice again Jim. 


Yeah. 


You stay with him. 
Living shadow. 


Tl be there with reinforcements as | 
soon as I can. I have a few more 
arrests to make along the way 
Thirty minutes? Try to stretch it to| CAROL! 
= thirty five} Your team is reassigned!!! 


I want you to grab a few extra 
and head over to pier 15 on the 
double. Hold position and wait 
for officer Kilgallen’s signal. 
He's the plain clothed penguin. 





Thank you. 

I appreciate 
your continued 
service. 

Keep your image 
squeaky clean. 


We need you. 


Siiitittiiir? i 
What is it Pretty Boy? 
a 


We're going to 
have to shut down 
shipments for 
: < tonight. Police 
) jare unexpectedly 
on their way 


Now, now. Calm yourself. 

Nothing is found out. 

The police are trying to stop 

our hit on that rabble rouser 
from the donut shop. 











How did they k bout the hit? 
“That cnet Fe stl: 
4 suspicious He just barges onto a scene. 





No, if T had any suspects, cr At any rate, letting you know 
I'd say it's more likely Quinlan's about our progress. Shall we 


style. Glad our “faith” in him ais er 
panned out so quickly resume shipping tomorrow night! 
\ 


Remind — 
me to kill 
him later. 


T'll go make that call then. 


ey Thank you. 
SS 


a, 


3 
3} 
3} 
L~ 2) 
% 
< 
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a 
Pi Li 


Ready? 
| &s I'll ever be. NN , 
| I'd like to change first. ; 
That is, if you don't mind. 7 


x ~\ \ 


Tf this is it, I think : Show thoes taals who 

T'd rather be in my suit. ~ th eyvre dealin 9 with. 
Sure thing. Don't forget to pin on S 
your victory medal. 


———, 


\ we Hes 


4 


You don't have to go. You know| | If they want me dead today 


they will want me dead tomorrow 
= and the next day 

\| So, I hide now. Then they || AJM There is only one way 
\\ can hunt me down later? No.| fi. Y to meet this. Head on. 


T will not hide. 
i Nin” 


this is a trap. 





Watch after to Alondra, in case 
this turns out to be a double hit. 
- I'm taking no chances. 


You've never beena fash 
body guard have soul if y s 
i a 


\\ - 


No ma’ am. 


a ~ 
_— Oh Jim... WNL 
| = 


Tl protect ry 
NX P 


I need you to 
Ok. 


I almost forgot! Here. Don't open unless | ,, 
a es. I don't make itt ~ It's for P.S. Alondra, I know you 


hate waiting, and I forgive you. 
| Go ahead and read it now if 
| you like. All my love.” 
\ 





My dearest friends and neighbors, | We have been told that we do not 
belong here, before. We have had 

Today, I go to meet my demise. | our homes burnt down. Our bodies 

I cannot say that this isa shock. | broken. Our worlds taken away 

4s I imagine, neither can you. 


p= 


This is no stranger to us. That is why | I know it in the depths of my heart, 
we came here in the first place. that some bright, and glorious day, 
That is why all Americans came here in| they shall realize that, look us in the 
the first place. To find a better life. eye, and greet us with a smile as 

To find "The Dream". brother in the same pursuit. 


T know it because, while one person To build a better life. To share all 
of our differences, and build a 


can die, this dream we all share, 7 ; : 

sate tal resilient and beautiful community 

= HmMer aes To thrive and share in this country, 
tind it binds us all together. For the love of our country 
"Them’. "Us". It is why we are We are here to stay 

all here. It is who we are. We are ALL the dream. 











Their world doesn't move * Aind I know that you have clout 
without your knowled ge. _ enough, even authority enough, - 
~ to halt activities that pie dont , 

i spprove of. 


é 


Te been Forgiving 

and forgetting for a 

long time now, but if 

you don't call off the hit 
on Emini, WE ARE DONE. | 


And I will tell everyone you know 
that you just stood by and watched. 


LS SUNGH = 
The things I do for love. 


Y/, Hello 
Operator? 








MOVE IT PEOPLE! 


For the last time, we are not 
lost! We are just 


scouting very eE. 


thoroughly © 
a i 


4londra called us! Said that her 
pal Emini was being set up for a 
hit, and we need to protect him. 
So here we are trying to find him! 


Say what's all the commotion 
; Ss ~~ _ over there? 


£V It'd take too 
eS many panels 
to accel 


NR 


| 


What are you 7 = 
doing here? af = 


Trying to?!? 


| Erm...well. Yo see, it's either 
| pier 15 or pier 11. Theyre 


| really close and... 


Oh honestly Amos, you have 
the worst handrwiting. 





Look at that! Just look. Hey Boss!!! We caught an intruder! 
T didn't 

spill that 
coffee! 
Y/ 


Wow wens: That peanut butter 


F was Marvin! - 
“” a 


| What kind of favour would you offer 


4&mos, I need a favour! I need 
Fin return? Will you help us hide a body? 


you to create a big distraction 


in that warehouse! _<«u> Any favour within 
SS y Ww my power and y 


What? yy i a. moral set, Jessica.) 


Come on gang! | And remember Ralph, 
Let's show them what we've got! | this is not the favour. 


But what about Emini? Alondra?! | | This is only fair trade. 


Ralph and his ' T'll be seeing ypu 4 ee) 
pal have that N . os 





» 4 
Se Q . 


Ready or not, 
Here comes 


Mama! 





Don't fight. There's no such thing as nothing 

You're making personal when lives are at stake. 

my job hard m1 Death and life are VERY personal! 

enough as it (S| Vou worry too much. The dead wil 
be honored in the afterlife, so what's 
the problem? 

You're bananas! 
“Listen to yourselfll! 


to it, just business. And youre JACK! ZA 
- _ Busy here. 


You better take 
a look at this. 


\* This is my job. Nothing personal 





The boss won't treat me to ice 
cream tomorrow, that's for sure. 
Jack, we gotta split. 
What do we do 
with the intruder? 
\ 


The boys have a little boat out the 

back you can use! They|l never 

see that one coming! Now hurry!!! 
‘ZA 


BOSS! The cops are here! 
We gotta blow this joint! 


> 


Don't worry about this mutt! 
T'll get rid of her For ya! 





Can't this thing go any faster? Ts this riot part of the pier we're 


No, stop asking. supposed to wait at? 
= No, but we can't very well ignore 
this mess. Let's go! 


Say, get a 
load of that! 


dimos, the cops! 
Nevermind them! 
We gotta keep the 
distraction going 
as long as we can! 


We go charging through them. 
ire you nuts? 
\ Well, it's not like =~ 


y 


there's an actual / 
escape boat 
, out the he @ i 





; / 
You're the | aes Looks crazy 
best mama! \ 4 | Let's avoid it. 


| Don't worry about it Jim. 
T'm sure the disturbance 
has been called in already. 


We can go up a couple blocks. 
That road goes all the way through. | 


I'm all for 


scooting over. But was it 


your backup that 
responded??? 


/ x -And what if we all 


blew up tomorrow? 
Can we not? I've had enough 


| crazy danger for one day 





Captain Pekin, NYPD. 
What do ya want? 


ELEVEN! You were 
supposed to backup 
Jim at pier Fifteen!!! 


SRS FRING? 


Get a move on you two! 


SIRI!!! It's complete mayhem at 
| pier eleven! We need backup right 


away! We can't contain this riot! 


I nee sir! I'm sorry! 


We couldn't = = cRpon 


We couldn't bypass the mess. 
It's all over the main thoroughfare! 





Alright. Do your best. 
Backup is on it's way. 


You called sir? — 2 | Anyone here that is not processing 


‘an arrest, or assigned to make 
| one, come with me. 


Mickey, riot on pier eleven. 
Call precinct five and get them 
to send everyone 

who's not 

nailed down. § 

















IF anyone's hiding in here, 
B® you better beware! T'll give you 
= a NERY stern talking to! 


_——— 


Well hell! This doesn't 
look ominous at all! 
There, that did it! | What? & fella can't want 
My hero, you saved us! Now let's go 2 
chack out the rest of this dock, shall we2H MC 2004 Sete For snces EERE 
; e' e in charge of people 

Do ue have to? It's almost safety, no. We have to face the 
certain theyll have a gun sven danger and make things come out 
the setup. €E right to the best of our ability! 


Is that a Maggy Rouff? 
You know it! 


SF 


Wait, wait. 


If I'm going to die tonight, 
I'm going to look my best. 
And this covering well 

for ms modesty 








I should go first! 


What if we 


need to escape? 
How's your : | : 
doggy paddle? \ a, 
BE j 
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Too late, 
V we already saw you. 
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ne. 
That's a fancy new ee 


suit you got there 
Pup. I almost 


m. didn't recognize you. ~ \ 


et: a Finnucci. ea Sk 


= 


Say Pup. 


the feeling you 


it isl 
Feel how soft it is! was being watched? 


| 





And what gave you Watch it Penguin. You may be big and 
strong, but I'm guessing you're not 


that feeling, pray tell? | tuttet proof. 


ay 


——= 


Toss it teamed 
off the pier! 
: A Me 


What's this all about Fin? 


w& 
———een 


"Why would you throw away a career of 

helping the underdog to work for those 

monsters”? Let me tell you something. 
Those 
monsters 


pay better. 





I always thought you were one|| You thought wrong old man. 
of us Fin. IF that's true, 

no amount 

of money 

could ever 

purchase your 

dignity 


Or your soul. 


T've been ordered to remove So that's about the size of it, 
the thorns from my boss’ then? Speak up, get silenced. 
sides. Being beaten up | Wy Well ok Fin, I'm calling it. 
taught you nothing. 

You went right back 

to making 

a ruckus. 





%— 1 don't think 

> for a second that 
you believe that 
people are only, 
"Eaters, or meat 
for the eating.” 


Over the years, you've shown 
me that you give a damn. 


About our 
community 





bout bad guys, | So much so, that I'm willing 
“getting theirs". | to place a large bet. 


Fin, you know you can't protect Whatever this is that you're 


everyone from everything. mes 
Your job has always ben to bring willing to go So far for... 


people justice after the fact. | it must be huge. 


You can't execute all the Death begets Revenge. 

wrongdoers out there and, | And in turn, Revenge begets Death. 

“All will be peaceful and It's a neverending cycle. As long as we 

well with the world.” | feed that cycle, another person will 
always rise to take the place of the last. 





To each other, that we are best when we | There is enough there, 
band together. We are strongest when | that all of us on this planet 


we see ourselves as one community. could have a happy life together. 
One world. | 


Caring provides abundantly All we need to do is see it. 





And what do we 
do when the 
monsters won't 


If we do that, we become like the 
very people who would harm us. 


a \ 
5 <8, 
A We can 





<A—| community meetings, 


Are but I doubt 


you'd show. 


ee 


What, you don't 
trust me? 


Not even as fa 


J, throw you. 
Get ready to let go. 


I can get a clear shot. 


I'm not going to help 


you shoot an officer. 





What are you plotting over there? | T'm lottin g your dariise. 
ee 1Once I deal with 


Ne NS 


- Wo 9 | : j 
A H A AA I think I'll miss your humor most 
; aa of all. You couldn't even kill Pup here 


| when you were ordered to. What 
makes you think you've got the guts? 


According to your wanted posters 
| around town, Fin has killed 





This weasel!? Don't make me laugh. | Maybe Jim here 
Py could have sho’ 


org Why the posters then? || 
iy _ Did you hope the other | | 
« officers would kill him ~} 


~ Or, maybe 


| you can! 





= 
tf 





people will ask questions! 


You'll never get away with this! | 


: \\ 

You know Fin, I did you a Favour back 
then. The old man saw you shoot that 
toady I could have easily turned you 
in, and gotten rid of you. 


| They didn't ask too many 
| questions when I killed that back 


stabbing idiot night patrolman, 


| Shep. Or Linnekar. Or that 


drunk old man 
from the docks. 


I protected you. Gave you the 
chance to prove yourself as elaborate, 

| yet loyal. That your refusal to 

kill Pup here, really would help our 


cause in the long run. 


5) 





And look how you repay my kindness. | 7™™ that's the mee thing 
You aren't fit to be one of us! you ever said to me! 


It's been an honor and a privelege, 
Pup. I am truly sorry it's going to 
end this way 


Stand up for what's right. 

















Well T'll be... 


Sorry, I thought if my hand 
was higher up... 
You do realize that my shoulder is 
attached to my back and side, right? 
Oops? 


Never open 


Hey Jim! You got him? | oF you be bothered awfully to maybe 
Are you two alright? | toss us a rope or something?!” 


They're alright. 





Tve never seen that type of gun before. 


It looks vaguely like my luger. 
I've heard rumors that cheaper, 
easier to make guns were in 

the works over there. 


j 


Wugh, he reeks. What did 
he do, consume a distillery!) T don't like it Pup. 
on his way here? 


There's that claw symbol again. 


Thank goodness for 


small favours. : 
Tenilacha get Fin, what the cuss 


away this lightly _| is going on here? —( 
1, fs q Ze f: 





TI can tell you this. That claw | 
‘symbol right there stamped into| 
this pistol is trouble. It's the 
mark of a government that i is 
fast rising to power, 

fueled by hate, sf 

twisted lies yh 


F and fear. . 


I'm afraid it's too much to tell 
right now. Pete is going to get 
in contact with you in a few days 
time, once he's resettled. 


Quinlan looked and sounded like he | Urrrgh... 

was from here. Was he an operative? We need to get you 
to a doctor now. 

No. He's from here alright. 

So are the ones that bought | Not til I'm well on my way 

his services and elevated 

him to his position. 

That gun is likely 

a thanks, 

and keep up the 

good work. 


4cross the oud Tr m a dead shark 
On your way? Where!? here, but over there, I could use 
what I know, and make a difference. 





You think theyll let you get J Maybe, but I gotta take the 


away with murder? We'll get Ti chance if I want to stop the war. 
you back here in no time! 
/, 


There are more and more disturbing 
tales coming from the folks coming in. 
People being rounded up just for 

being alive. It's ugly 


Let me do this. With any luck, 
there might still be time 
to stop this in it's tracks! 





Make sure you get that 
taken care of Fin. 
Sure, sure. 


I promise. 


Take care of yourself out 


I mean it. I seen more folks there. And if you can 
die of infection than si ; : 
write to me. 


being shot! 


Hey cat. Make sure this dip 
4s soon as I can. doesn't get into too much 
No “ifs”. trouble while I'm away 


franaaand he's gone. You really aren't 
going to try to chase him down? 
Nah. Too much paperwork. 


The Captain i 7 going to kill you. 


Come to 





-..just what the 
CUSS IS GOING 
ON OUT HERE!!? 





Fin was here, but now he's gone. ; Jim was protecting Emini just 

He and Quinlan had a shootout. [like you told him to! He had to 
fetch him, he couldn't be in 
two places at once! 


Would you have gotten out of the 
line of fire if I hadn't? 


Oh, grow | . 
2 up Ralph. » 
(Ss 
7 | / 4 } \ S That's no} o5\)) 
f [ at Ko excuse! 42/ ) 
| VAAAAAHISS 
You can all tell your separate | 
stories at the station. 





Epilogue: 
A FEW MONTHS LATER..... 


PUPPY § KITTEH 
P| VATE DETEC TivES 


: | People's ability to travel are highly 
MR ENS, ALCUDE Hl eeieyel, a inp 5 
REQUEST THE HOHOLR 3 : esc eA based baad) oe religiow rate 
(OF YOUR PRESENCE "ww worried pal. Thy iw bao, and getting 
AT THE MARRIAGE 2 5 
SFT Rau worse. | took thiy one off a guy that died of 
i | TB last week. | cant tell you more at thiy 


EMILIO ALCADE 


TO 
Jaynes KILGALEN 


On Decemper 10TH 1938 bs o i 
AT THE Gc Center SYHMGOGUE B Rest eee that | am well, and keep going! 





LAGUARDIA 
CLEANS UP 
TOWN! 
In a recent string of 
| arrests, Mayor 

Fiorello Laguardia N } 

has shown that no , | Pal, youneed to get this to the 

man is too big to be | § appropriate eyes, ASAP. This 

iia glows one is the only one I've seen so 

| far, but this is 
} worried. The conditions are 
ree : horrible. This place isn't as 
Heavy rains caused. 5 G | full as it could be yet either. 
See eco I saw a building marked 
righton to collapse; } P ‘ je 
today, killing ssi te ° Kinderbaraken. I haven't 
aibasliasl, Waly ae Senator Hugeleyes was Tele seen children yet, but I have 
tigati y 2 
Py espe OnS, ae found guilty today of three LT" i] li bout thi 
jeewasl aidbesitanlaral counts of fraud, regarding the sale of sh : an awfu Se eeling ADOU 1s. 
material where {construction materials that were to be used |“; Make them see. -Fin 
‘] in a New Brighton tenement that collapsed 


last year. Trial for the manslaughter of the 
nineteen victims set to begin later this year. 


NEW TORK FRIDAY. NO¥ t P 


NAZIS SMASH, LOT AND BURN | 
JEWISH SHOPS AND TEMPLES 
UNTIL GOBBBELS CALLS HALT 


—<—$<$__—_—— ° St 


All Vienna’s Synagogues Attacked; |BANDS ROVE CITIRS 
Fires and Bombs Wreck 18 of 21) oO ° | 


Jews Are Beaten, Furniture and Goods Flung Thousands Arrested for 
From Homes and Shops — 15,000 Are | ‘Protection’ as Gangs 
Jailed During Day—20 Are Suitides | Avenge Patig Death 


Weve Tee Kew Pex Tees, 








WE BROUGHT YOU DOCUMENTS! 
PHOTOS! EVIDENCE!!! WHAT MORE 
DID YOU NEED? YOU COULD HAVE 
STOPPED THIS! 





I see uou've read We told them what was going on 
y | and they ignored us. 


the paper. | They laughed. 
| "That'd never happen here”, they said. 


Did you think this story would just 
end with the shootout? Bang, bang, | 
bad guy's dead, hooray for us? 

\ LN 


y 


I had hopes... Pup, they wanted this war. You saw 
the list Fin sent. The intel. Major 
American companies providing for 
the start of something that promises 
| to be horiffic. vA 


So that's it then. 
This ts how we end. 





Easier said than done. | 


Pup, it's not over. Not as long 
as one of us with some kind 
of Fight left in us remains. 

\ Please listen. 


We were taught. We learned that people 
are people. No person greater than 
another. All entitled to their own lives 
and livelihoods. 

They were taught that only some folks 
have a right, and the rest should be 
dissappeared to solve their problems. 


The only way to put this right, is to put a 

face to us. Stand up, live out loud, teach. 

Ive been going to Emini’s night classes on 
how to talk to people about this. It's been 
eye opening. Each generation 

around, we get 
\ better. Though, 
we still have miles 
to go. 


We can't fully prevent any bad from 
ever happening. That's an impossible 
goal. We can however, meet the bad 
head on, and fight to stop it. 


But, how? IF we put this bad in motion, 
N how do we stop it? 


N 


| They're here too. Not just over 
there. Do you remember Fin's 
| Falling out over giving the Eugenics 
| conference bad press? I looked it up. 
| Theyve been operating strong here 
| for years. Forced sterilizations 
"we are better without you" 
attitudes. J 
It's not alien. 
It is us. 


| People who would harm us, would have us 


believe there is no other way 


| That death and destruction is inevitable. 
| find that we can never affect any change. | 





Each time we stand up to these | People with bad intentions only thrive 


people and tell our stories, 
we prove them liars too. 


in the darkness. In hidden actions, 
| and encouraging folk's ignorance. 


Together, we'll all shine a light into 
| this darkness. 


Our light will point out the bad 
behaviours. It will educate 
people what is happening, 

and through time, help us 
prevent it From happening 
over and over again. 


4nd what are you doing to help? | 


I gather, verify, and share 
information! Who's doing what? 
When's the meeting and where? 
Here's that book you needed! 
I'm what you'd call "supporting 
cast”. Not on the direct front, 
\ but supporting 
those who are. 


| I'm no reporter. How do I??? 


| You're a detective. 


You check the facts, make 
sure that you petition the 
right people, and help bring 


m| justice to people who might 


otherwise be forgotten. 
You work hard to 


| protect people's 
| rights. 


We need you. 


People aren't inherently evil. 


They don't like hurting. 


| And when people realize that 
| what they do causes hurt, 


most of us, will try to Fix it. 





You're alright cat. 
Not so bad yourself, 


S| Ls 


It's aping te to be a mai dark night. 
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7 : = May she return swiftly. 





Hello everyone, and thank you for coming along with me on this journey known as 
"Noir Story’. 

The first 41 pages of this, started back in 2013 as a, “can I do this? What would it 
look like?", experiment. When I got to pages 40 and 41, I shelved the project. 
The pages had different dialogue, and I had no idea where I was taking the story 
Fast forward to August 2016, when I had a bilateral mastectomy I had a few comics 
set up to autopost, enough to make it past the first couple of weeks post surgery 
By the end of the month though, I found I still couldn't sit up for any great length 
of time. 

I went looking for something in my files that was ready to go, 

and would be long enough that I could rest and heal. 

Hence the start of posting this story 


While I was resting/healing/lying down, I started trying to sort out the story for 
the next few pages. I had this image in my mind that I could finish this story 
by December as a goofy, more “Thin Man” kind of romp. Probably 60 pages long 


at most. LOL 2 ss Z, 
270 pages and 1.8 years later, here we are. 


But that's how it goes sometimes. 
You get started, and then the book tells you that it needs something more. 


I do admit that this book was a bit of a trial For my health. 

I hadn't, by the time I started posting, sorted out where my physical 
boundaries were. How much rest did my wrists need? (apparently, at least 2 
days off to one day on) 


I'm glad that, for the most part, that my stubborn drive to post on time 
didn't backfire. (also very lucky) 


I'm gonna rest! No foolin! 
This novel was Look, none of my fingers 


or toes are crossed! 


finis hed in June of 2018 Any show recommendations? 


4nd I do look forward to the next time I can write 
a lovely long story again. This time however, 

It will only become a public story when it's 

good and finished. 

No more public writing on the Fly 





